

City of Rensselaer Planning Commission – Minutes of the April 8, 2013 regular meeting

[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the City of Rensselaer Planning Commission
First Floor Court Room, Rensselaer Community Center, 62 Washington Street
April 8, 2013

Members Present:
Christine Van Vorst – Chair, Bob Campano – Vice-Chair, Lynn Feltus, Bridget Swick and George Farrell 
Members Absent:
James Ahlemeyer and Tom Cardamone
Staff Present:
Daniel Berheide – Secretary and Assistant Director of Planning, Charles Moore – Director of Planning, and Jack Spath, Counsel.
Others Present
John Iannelli, Michael Stammel, Bob Brayton, Bill Brayton, Maria Martin, Michael Martin, Steve Hart, Gloria Fonda, Dave Gardner, and Lou Lourinia, among others. 
Call to Order:
The Vice Chair, Chris Van Vorst, called the meeting of the City of Rensselaer Planning Commission to order at 6:35PM.  Roll call was taken and quorum determined.
Adoption of Past Meeting Minutes
Chris Van Vorst noted some detail in the discussion related to designating time for public comment on the meeting agenda was omitted from the previous meetings minutes. She asked it be added. George Farrell noted the date for the next meeting on the minutes was incorrect. The date should have been February 11th, not January 14th.  The Secretary, Daniel Berheide, noted the changes needed to be made. The meeting minutes for January were reviewed and upon a motion by Chris Van Vorst, seconded by Mr. Farrell, were accepted. 
Communications
Chris Van Vorst, Vice Chair, introduced Charles Moore as the city’s new Planning Director. Charles Moore took a moment to extend his appreciation and thank members of the Planning Commission for past cooperation. Daniel Berheide, Secretary, acknowledged that both Charles Moore and Frank Adams have resigned from their positions and the Planning Commission is tasked with making recommendations for appointments by the Mayor as well as electing a new Chair.
Planning Commission Nominations
George Farrell, seconded by Bob Campano, moved to nominate Chris Van Vorst as Chair of the Planning Commission. Motion passed. Mr. Ahlemeyer and Mr. Cardamone were both asked if they would consider serving as Vice-Chair of the Planning Commission, but both declined. George Farrell, seconded by James Ahlemeyer, moved to nominate Bob Campano as Vice Chair of the Planning Commission. Motion passed. George Farrell moved to elect nominees to their respective posts, seconded by James Ahlemeyer, motion carried. 

Planning Commission recommendations to the Mayor
Recommendations to the Mayor for appointments to fill the vacancies on the Planning Commission began with a discussion of several residents including Bridget Swick, Lynn Feltus, and Lou Lourinia. A motion was made by George Farrell to formally submit the names of Bridget Swick, Lynn Feltus, and Lou Lourinia to the Mayor for his consideration and appointment to the Planning Commission. The motion was seconded by James Ahlemeyer and passed by all present. 
Adjournment:
A motion was made to adjourn by Chris Van Vorst, seconded by George Farrell, and all agreed.  The meeting was adjourned at  6:55 PM.
Next Meeting:
The next regular meeting is scheduled for March 11th at 6:30 PM.
Record of Decisions:
An official record of decisions noting the details of motions and votes from this meeting along with any conditions & stipulations of approval has been filed with the City Clerk and a copy maintained in Planning Department records.

Respectfully Submitted,

Daniel W. Berheide, Secretary 



