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PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT AGENCY BUILDING & ZONING 
CITY HALL, 62 WASHINGTON STREET RENSSELAER, NEW YORK 12144-2696 Planning (518) 465-1693 Building (518) 462-5489   Fax (518) 465-2031 

Minutes of the Meeting of the City of Rensselaer Zoning Board of Appeals First Floor Conference Room, Rensselaer Community Center, 62 Washington Street 

May 28, 2013
Members Present: 
Chair – Gene Hilstro, Vice Chair – Bill Bulnes, Josh Wainman, Kenneth Richeson, and Terance Ruso.
Members Absent: 
Paula Micheli and Aaron Harbeck 
Staff Present: 
Daniel W. Berheide – Assistant Director of Planning, Charles Moore – Director of Planning, Jack Spath – Counsel.
Others Present 
Mark Rizzo, Dave Gardner, and Lou Lourinia among others.
Call to Order: 
The meeting of the City of Rensselaer Zoning Board of Appeals was called to order at 6:00 PM. Roll call was taken and it was determined a quorum was present. 

Adoption of Past Meeting Minutes: 
Gene Hilstro made a motion to adopt the minutes of the regular meeting on April 22, 2013, seconded by Bill Bulnes, and passed by those present. 

Announcements:

The Assistant Director of Planning provided a brief announcement related to the city’s MS4 program and annual report.
Old Business 
1. 20 Columbia St. – Action Sign Company

A representative from Action Sign Company began by presenting distances relative to sign size.  He continues to argue in favor of a larger sign based on the conditions of the property. Mr. Ruso asked about the size of signs as prescribed by family dollar. He stated there exist other options, according to his understanding.  Mr. Brayton responded to say while there are a number of signs, based on the distance, the company uses the proposed sign as one of the standards. Mr. Wainman asked if these conditions amounted to a hardship. Mr. Brayton responded to say that indeed a denied variance would create a financial hardship as the business may not attract enough customers, as the business may not renew the contract, as he has committed a substantial investment that he is seeking a return and the variance is critical component in providing that guarantee. Mr. Ruso asked if the lights could be dimmed after 9pm.  Mr. Brayton said the sign would be turned off after hours.

Chair Hilstro opened the public hearing. Marion Webber, alderperson, stated there are too many trees currently. She is supportive of the project. The only problem she can think of is the amount of traffic.  Dave Gardner is supportive of the project and the requested variance given the distance of the business from the main road.  Lou Lourinia reaffirms Mr. Gardners statement. He goes on to say the Braytons are hometown guys and deserve the city’s support.  He wants to see a crack down on the number of illegal signs.  Mr. Dwyer, mayor, supports the project and believes that its important to send a message that the City of Rensselaer is business friendly.  Furthermore he plans for a park adjacent to the property. The public hearing was closed.
A motion was made by Mr. Bulnes to approve the sign as submitted, with the condition that were the mayor to provide trees the owner would plant them. Mr. Ruso proposed an amendment, requesting the motion acknowledge that the motion to approve is due to the uniqueness of the property as offset from other neighboring buildings, that the light of the sign only reflects into the commercial zone. The amendment was seconded by Gene, accepted by Mr. Bulnes. The motion was restated by Mr. Bulnes, that due to the unique nature of the property and building which includes a large offset of over four hundred feet from Columbia Street as well as the orientation of the building is such that the sign does not reflect on neighboring residences but only toward the commercial zone, a motion to approve the Family Dollar sign as submitted providing an area variance for relief (52.5 sq. ft.) from the regulations restricting wall signs with the condition the property owner plant tree(s) provided by the Mayor of the City of Rensselaer in an appropriate location to Green St. The motion was seconded by Gene Hilstro and passed by all present
New Business 
NONE

Adjournment: 
Gene Hilstro motioned to adjourn, Bill Bulnes seconded, all were in favor. The meeting adjourned the meeting at 6:30 PM. 

Next Meeting: 
The next regular meeting is scheduled for February 25 at 6:00 PM. 

Record of Decisions: 
An official record of decisions noting the details of motions from this meeting along with conditions & stipulations has been filed with the City Clerk and a copy maintained in Planning Department records. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Daniel Berheide Secretary 
