Report of the City Historian of the City of Rensselaer for the Year 2013
Submitted to Mayor Daniel J. Dwyer by Charles Semowich
      It has been a great pleasure and honor to serve as City Historian for the City of Rensselaer. I greatly appreciated you support and interest in the history of the city as well as the interest from the Common Council. As this is my last year as city historian, I especially want to thank you for your trust in my efforts.  I shall be happy to assist my successor in any way that you request. I have prepared information that will assist the new historian including information on computer access, web page maintenance, telephone information, purchasing, position details, and the history center.
      In every report, I have indicated that it has been a busy year and this is true again this year. I received a new computer and necessary software.  This is useful for the operations of the position. We also received some antique furniture that was left in the library. This was made possible by the generosity of David Buchanan.
        I have added more copies of photographs to the walls and more to the city web page. There are now over 100 photographs on the walls and over 300 on the web site. A very rare piece of stoneware pottery, made in Bath, was added to the collection. There are only 3 other known examples.
       I helped in the preparation of the history component of the History Trolley ride provided by the Friends of the Rensselaer Public Library.
       I gave a talk on the Forbes (Beverwyck) manor at the North End Neighborhood association meeting in November. This contained the result of considerable research involving the William Patterson van Rensselaer Papers.  I also continued to occasionally give short talks to the Common Council. I gave program on Rensselaer history at the Rensselaer Public Library on April 17.
      I have attended the periodic meetings of the public historians in Rensselaer County that are organized by Kathy Sheehan, county historian. I maintained my membership in the Association of Public Historians of New York and when possible attended their programs.
       The Rensselaer City History Research Center continues to grow with donations and purchases. We are very grateful for the donations from the following individuals: Maureen Nardacci, Ken Parsons, Doris Roberts, John Mooney, Kevin Franklin, Mary Cramer, Kathy Ody, Joe Connors, Brandt Tomlinson, Charles Stock, and others. Purchases included various books, a pamphlet on St. Anthony’s, photographs, documents and other items.
        I attended most of the meetings for senior staff as you have requested.
        I met with Martin Pickard, of the State Museum, regarding archaeology in relations to the route 9 and 20 bridge and discussed other concerns regarding archaeology in the city. Relatedly, I sent you a memo suggesting that the City consider establishing the position of archeologist. I feel that this is important because of the substantial potential for archeological sites within the city. I also met with some other historians especially Janet Whitbeck, East Greenbush Historian, Jim Greenfield of North Greenbush, and Shirley Dunn who is working extensively on Crailo.
       My book on Rensselaer was published by Arcadia Press in July.  Although, not part of the position of Historian, I was employed by the planning department to assist in the map archives project. I was able to finish this project, thus making these very important maps and plans available to staff and the public.  Several maps have already been consulted.
       I met with two representative from State Historic Preservation Office in reference to two nominations to the National Register of Historic Places. One nomination was from me in reference to the alarm building that you had suggested might be suitable for the National Register. More work will need to be done but I would be surprised if it is not added to the National Register of Historic Places.
      I record of relevant statistics for my office as best I can. These figures are likely low. There were about 40 enquiries either by email, mail or in person. There were 4 requests from the Building and Planning Department for comments on the applications for alterations to structures in a historic district. I responded to two FOIL requests. There were about 30 visitors to the Rensselaer History Research Center. 
        For the future, I suggest that more space be found for the history research center. Luckily, the research materials are outgrowing the space. Clearly the center has become a major research center for researching the history of Southern Rensselaer County. A possibility of locating it in the fire alarm building might be considered. Of course, there continues to be a grave concern over the condition and preservation of the Clark Dearstyn Miller Inn on Forbes Ave. I urge you to take whatever action necessary to encourage the owner to stabilize the building or to donate it to the city.
         Again, thank you for appointing me to this position and the opportunity to serve you and the residents of the City.  It has been a wonderful experience.

Respectively submitted, 
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Charles Semowich, PhD

     
