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Subject: Annual Report for 2010
It has been my honor to serve another year as City Historian for the City of Rensselaer.

It is my pleasure to report that the newspaper microfilming project has been completed. This was accomplished with a grant from the New York State Library and additional funds authorized by the common council; all of the newspapers owned by the city have been microfilmed except scattered issues of the some more recent newspapers. This project was very important since most of the newspapers are printed on very fragile and deteriorating paper.  Newspapers that use that kind of paper have a very limited life span, with microfilming being the most satisfactory method of preserving them.  I arranged for the microfilming of the Independent (Rensselaer) 1929-1930, The Rensselaer Eagle, 1913-1921, Albany Telegraph 1926-1928, Rensselaer Transcript 1930-1940, and the Rensselaer County Review 1931-1948. This comes to a total of about 11,000 pages.  These newspapers are now easily available via microfilm.    I have deposited the master microfilms of the newspapers at the New York State Library who will keep them in an archival atmospheric location. I have also ordered copies of those Rensselaer newspapers on microfilm held at the New York State Library.  
The Rensselaer History Research Center continues to grow. During the 2010, we have added numerous items to the collection.  The records of the Sullivan Funeral Home were donated by Dan Moore.  School yearbooks from St. Johns were donated by the Rensselaer County Historical Society.  Ms. Rita Pont donated two very interesting photographs of the round house and a barbershop.  The University of Maine donated a photocopy of the Rensselaer Water Company building plans. Marion Webber, of behalf of the Ring Fire Co., donated 5 photographs. The new owners of the Ring Fire Co building donated the very important records of the company dating to 1872. James Spencer donated 6 genealogical books about his family many of whom lived in our city. The Grand Lodge of Masons in the State of New York donated a CD copy of the early records of McDonough Lodge. Doris Walther donated some wonderful photographs of the roundhouse and other railroad material. We received other great donations.
Two major purchases were made during this year for materials for the Rensselaer History Research room. The complete records for the Farmers and Mechanics Odd Fellows Lodge, 1848 to 1990 were purchased. These records are important because they contain items during the 19th century for which there are very few extant newspapers. The members of the lodge were working men and though these records we may be able to learn about the lives of working people in the 19th century.  The material also includes records of the Forbes Odd Fellows Lodge which was located in Bath on the Hudson.  There are included additional items about other lodges and community organizations. The amount of these records consisted of about 9 cubic feet of material.  We also purchased microfilm copies of various Albany City Directories. We do have some directories but we were missing many years. These directories contain information about residents and businesses in Rensselaer. Thus we have nearly all of the published directories for our city.  We have added other books to the research room including 25 volumes of the annual publication of the New York State Historical Association.  We also purchased the latest issue of the Dutch Settlers Society of Albany Yearbook which completes the run of this import periodical.  Two early letters from our community were also added to the collection as well as a DVD of the movie Lolita which includes a Rensselaer scene. Indexes to the Rensselaer County History and other regional histories have been purchased.
I received and answered numerous inquiries. Some of these related to genealogy and others were of general history. I have hung more copies of historic photographs on the walls of City Hall. During this year I received a computer. This has aided me in my work.  Generally about one visitor comes to the research center a week although I expect more as the resource becomes more widely known.

I attended two meetings during the year consisting of other Rensselaer County municipal historians. These meeting were sponsored by the county historian, Kathy Sheehan.  I also assisted in the arrangements for a historical lecture sponsored by the Friends of Ft. Crailo that was held in the council chambers of city hall.  It was great to have this program in city hall. It is hoped that more will take place in the future.  I received great cooperation from the workers in the Department of Public Works for this program.

I continue to occasionally give short talks about city history during the public portion of the meetings of the common council.  I do this about once a month.  I have received positive feedback concerning these presentations. 
The common council adopted a resolution establishing the position of Deputy Historian. As of today, this has not been filled.  It is a goal that during the coming year that this position will be filled. I have updated the historian’s web page but I may discontinue it when the city web page is completed.  The materials in the research room are being listed on the www.Librarything.com web site so that the public will have knowledge of our collection.
It is hoped that a larger space could be found for the research center. It is great that we now have a large amount of material but the cramped space makes its use limited. I strongly support and offer my assistance in any way possible towards the efforts to establish a history center in one of the historic buildings in the city. I would also like to see an oral history project started and will attempt to work on it in the coming year. I also hope to add more items to the historical collection and continue to catalogue the items we already have.
It is important to note that in the year 2015, we will be celebrating the bicentennial of the incorporation of the Village of Greenbush which became the City of Rensselaer.  This incorporation was the third village to be incorporated in the County of Rensselaer. This should be a major celebration because of the importance of Greenbush to our city and to the county. I recommend that a committee be formed to begin planning the celebration.

I am very grateful for the support that you, the common council and employees of the city give to the historian’s program.  We can be very proud not only of our history but also of the support and interest that is clearly manifested in your administration.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve in this position.

Respectively submitted,

Charles Semowich, PhD

Cc: State Historian

