CITY OF RENSSELAER

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

> BUILDING & ZONING
Marybeth Pettit, AICP CITY HALL, 62 WASHINGTON STREET
Planning Director RENSSELAER, NEW YORK 12144-2696
Planning (518) 465-1693  Building (518) 462-5489  Fax (518) 465-2031

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the City of Rensselaer Planning Commission
First Floor Conference Room, Rensselaer Community Center, 62 Washington Street

February 22, 2010

Members Present:

Charles Moore — Vice-Chair (acting Chair), Frank Adams, James Ahlemeyer, Tom Cardamone, Bob
Campano, George Farrell

Members Not Present:
Christine Van Vorst

Staff Present:
Marybeth Pettit — Director of Planning, Kevin McLoughlin — Assistant Director,

Others Present

Bob Noel, Roger Murman, Jeff West, Aaron Vera, Steve Boisvert

Call to Order:

Acting chair Moore called the regular meeting of the City of Rensselaer Planning Commission to order at
7:01 PM. Roll call was taken, and it was determined there was a quorum.

Adoption of Past Meeting Minutes

No minutes were considered.

Communications
NONE.
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Old Business

1. DeLaet’s Landing / Marx Properties Redevelopment, 555-575 Broadway — submission of revised
design guidelines for consideration/approval and Site Plan approval for phase 1 drawings addressing
roadways, utilities, and construction phase erosion & sediment control measures.

The discussion centered primarily on the applicant’s response and suggested changes to the original draft
design guidelines derived from the Clearwater Florida document. Some text amendments were discussed
to address various expressed concerns of the applicant and planning commission and the resulting
suggested changes are listed as follows:

Access, Circulation and Parking
Appropriate
« For townhouse projects located on low traffic-volume streets with site characteristics that prevent internal
parking, parking may be directly accessed from the street provided it is co-located with shared driveways_to
the greatest extent practicable.

* Parking Iots adjacent to rrghts of-way that are screened wrth a ribbon burldrnq frontaqe landscape buffer, or
a solrd waII or fence three feet in herght

Mechanical Equipment, Concealed Wireless Communication Facilities, Loading and Service Areas.

Inappropriate
* Freestanding wireless communication facilities_(i.e. structural towers).

Landscaping
Appropriate
» Landscaping compatible with the climatic conditions of West-Central-Florida-that-includes-the-use-of-native

plant-species-and-Xeriscapelandscape-techniguesthe Capital region (USDA hardiness zone 5-6).
Inappropriate

Building Design
Coverage
Hrgh percentage of ground coverage is permrtted pursuant to the approved PDD. eneeuraged—m

addrtron to a building, coverage can also mclude plazas courtyards outdoor cafes and other public spaces.
Appropriate
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. Burldlngs separated ata dlstance Wh|ch does not substantially comply with the approved PDD

Architecture
The archltectural style of new development or redevelopment should be consistent with these design guidelines.

Archltecture refers to the relatlonshlp and culmlnatlon of the various features of a bU|Id|ng |nclud|ng texture,
proportion, entrance design, doors, windows, details, roofs, materials and color in addition to the mass and scale.

A variety of archltectural styles are expected and these qwdellnes do not prescnbe one arch|tectural style as being
the most appropriate.exist-w WALtoW , ,

New buildings may use a variety of architectural styles as appropriate to the intended use of the building and the
context of the surrounding area. New design may use contemporary materials to adapt historic design elements into a new
building.

Facade Design
Primary and Corner Facades

Prlmary facades mclude those facades Iocated along streets desrgnatedontheMasterétreetseapeplaner
~The design of the

primary facade of burldlngs is crltlcal for the atmosphere to be created along the street front.

Buildings on corner lots at the intersections of streets designated-en-the-Master-Streetseape-Plan-are

considered to have two primary facades and should receive the highest level of design treatment on those facades.
Inappropriate
« Buildings on corners that do not treat each adjacent designated street {as-designated-on-the-Master
Streetsecape-Plan) equally.
Secondary Facades
A secondary facade faces alleys, parking areas, and other public spaces or rights-of-way not located along

a public road.Sld-Bay-district-properties-along-Clearwater-Harber. The level of design along a secondary fagade, while

perhaps not as intense as a primary facade should continue the architectural style of the building and use the same quality
of materials.

Windows and Doors
Appropriate
» Clear glass (as defined by NYS building code){88-percenttighttransmission-or-the-maximum-permitted-by

anyappltealaleBurldmg@odes} mstalled on ground floor Wlndows of retail and commercral premlses exeepefer

Inappropriate
* Entire building exterior of mMirrored glass and / or glass curtain walls.
« Tinted or reflective glass on ground floor of non-residential premises except where demonstrated necessary

to avoid excessive thermal loading.with-less-than-88-percent-light-transmission:

Roof Design
Approprlate

Other Architectural Features
Appropriate
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Inappropriate
* Misible-pPermanent bars or roll-down type security shuttersbars/gates.
Materials And Color

Materials
Appropriate

Inappropriate
- Unfinished Concrete Masonry Units (CMU or cinder block);-and
AR\ er-materia d-unaceceptable-bv-the Communitv-Deave

* The use of the following materials on the first-threeground floors of building exteriors:
- Plastie,-metal-and/or-vinyl siding except for rear and side of facade of single-family
dwellings;

Signs and Miscellaneous
Signs

Inappropriate
* Signs painted directly on the fagade of a building unless documented by physical/historical,

documentary and/or pictorial evidence are discouraged.
 More than one hanging or projecting sign pe

r street frontage for each business premisesbusiness.

Lighting
Appropriate

» Lighting levels conform to standards of the Illuminating Engineers Society (IES).

While many national corporate chains typically design their buildings to act as signage, they can and do modify the
design of their buildings to blend with the character of the surrounding neighborhood and/or comply with design standards

when required.

Appropriate
* Buildings which meet all the requirements of

these design quidelines.
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. Corporate de5|gn that mcorporates an archltectural style or archltectural elements consistent with the
existing and/or desired style of development in the surrounding neighborhood consistent with these design guidelines.

Inappropriate

* Buildings which house corporate franchises or businesses which do not relate to the existing and/or desired
character of the surrounding neighborhood with regard to mass, scale, height, width and depth and/or are otherwise
inconsistent with the-New-Constructionprevisions-of-these design guidelines.

Streetscape Elements
Street Trees
Approprlate

. Tree species selected are of a size (averaqe height / canopy spread at maturltv) that will prowde
significant positive shading aesthetic benefits within the streetscape.
* Trees that are hardy to USDA Zone 5-6a-{-10%to—15%},

* Frees-thatprevideSelection of range of species that will provide visual variety in multiple seasons
of interest.

. Trees planted Wlthln road rlghts of Way that are |dent|f|ed as surtable to the specrfled srte plan

setting in Recommended Urban Trees: Site Assessment and Tree Selection for Stress Tolerance by the Urban
Hortlculture Instltute Department of Hortrculture Cornell Unlver5|tyum¥er5|tyasﬂat—least~mederately—salt

Streetscape Elements
Tree Grates
Appropriate
Inappropriate
« Are smaller than four feet by four feet.too-smak-

Streetscape Elements

Sidewalks
Appropriate
» Are constructed of plain Portland cement, and are ten feet wide where appropriate, including the
curb.

 Accent strips that are no wider-than-fivefeetand-no-less than twotwe feet, adjacent to curbs with
colored, stamped concrete are required on New Broadway and the central roundabout in order to echo design

elements of thatis-the-same-as-the-colorand-pattern-on-the Broadway reconstruction project.
Inappropriate
= Sidewalksthat-are-not-Portland-cement-concrete:

50f7



City of Rensselaer Planning Commission — Minutes of the February 22, 2010 regular meeting

Streetscape Elements
Curbs
Appropriate
* Are granite

Inappropriate
* Portland cement concrete, asphaltic concrete curbs_in public right of way.

; ; ol .

Streetscape Elements
Street Lighting
Appropriate

. Utlllze energy- eff|C|ent light source, such as LED or mductlon Iamps

« Use pole and luminaire combinations consistent with the waterfront environment of deLaet’s and
with the lighting planned for the adjacent sections of Broadway.;-sueh-as

* Poles equipped with integlral hardware for displaying banners.
Inappropriate
| »Any-type-of pole-and-luminaire-notmentioned-above:

Streetscape Elements
Street Furnishings
Inapproprlate

| . Furnlshlngs placed W|th|n the five foot W|de travel way portlonplaJrereneret&part of sidewalks.

Parking Lots
Lighting
Appropriate
‘ * Poles and luminaires that are generally compatible in design, color and attachments with street
lights, allowing for use of ‘shoebox’ style luminaires.
» Utilize energy efficient light source, such as LED or induction lamps.

Parking Lots
Landscaping
Appropriate
‘ * Plantings that include a combination of shade / ornamental trees and shrubs.

* Plants that are hardy to USDA Zone 5-6a-(-10°%to-15°),
* Plantings that provide visual variety across multiple seasons of interest.

Other Business

No resolutions were proposed or considered at the meeting.
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Adjournment:

Hearing no objections, Mr. Moore adjourned the meeting at 10:30 PM.

Next Meeting:
The next regular meeting is scheduled for March 8, 2010 at 6:30 PM.

Record of Decisions:

An official record of decisions noting the details of motions and votes from this meeting along with any
conditions & stipulations of approval has been filed with the City Clerk and a copy maintained in
Planning Department records.

Respectfully Submitted,

Marybeth Pettit
Secretary
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