
This Working Draft Submittal is a preliminary draft document and is not to be used as the basis for final design, construction or remedial action, 
or as a basis for major capital decisions.  Please be advised that this document and associated deliverables have not undergone internal reviews 
by URS. 
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APPENDIX H –  
 
MEETING AGENDAS AND PRESENTATIONS 
 
 
 
This Appendix contains copies of the agendas, attendance records, and presentations for key 
meetings, specifically: 
 
July 12, 2010    Planning Process Kickoff Meeting of the CPG 
October 4, 2010  Risk Assessment Progress Meeting of the CPG 
November 1, 2010  Risk Assessment Question and Answer Session of the CPG 
November 30, 2010  Mitigation Strategy Working Session of the CPG 
November 30, 2010  Stakeholders Information Session 
January 26, 2011 CPG Meeting to Discuss the Draft Plan **Note – this meeting was 

not yet held as of document preparation; information will be 
inserted into the Final Plan. 

 
 
And also: 
 
Date TBD, 2011 Meeting to Present the Draft Plan to Public and County Legislators 

**Note – this meeting was not yet held as of document 
preparation; information will be inserted into the Final Plan. The 
County wishes to present to legislators after APA designation 
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Rensselaer County Multi-Jurisdictional 
Hazard Mitigation Planning Project 
 
Kickoff Meeting – July 12, 2010 

 
Session One:  2-4pm  

 
 
 
 

Agenda 
 
 

 
• Call to Order…………………………………………………...Kelly Paslow, Director, RCBPS 
 
• Welcome and Opening Remarks………………………….......Kathleen M. Jimino, Rensselaer County Executive 
 
• Overview of the Project………………....................................Anna Foley, Project Manager, URS    
                                                                                                        Richard Franks, Deputy Project Manager, URS 
 

o Intent of the Project 
§ Why Prepare a Hazard Mitigation Plan? 
§ What is a Multi-Jurisdictional Plan? 
§ Why Participate in a Multi-Jurisdictional Plan Development Process? 

o Organizational Structure of the Planning Group 
o Overview of the Plan Development Process 
o The Role of Participating Jurisdictions, Contractors, the Public & Other Stakeholders 
o Participation Criteria 
o Key Deliverables 
o Data Collection//Supporting Documents  
o Project Timeline 
o Next Steps 
o Questions & Answers 

 
• State Involvement…………………………………….………John Fishbein, Mitigation Planner, NYSEMO 
 
• Closing Remarks……………………………………………. Kelly Paslow, Director - RCBPS 
 
• Adjourn 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Please remember to 

SIGN IN 
if you haven’t already done so. 

Thank you. 
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Rensselaer County Multi-Jurisdictional 
Hazard Mitigation Planning Project 
 
Kickoff Meeting – July 12, 2010 

 
Session Two:  6-8pm 

 
 
 
 

Agenda 
 
 

 
• Call to Order…………………………………………………...Kelly Paslow, Director, RCBPS 
 
• Welcome and Opening Remarks…………………………....... Kelly Paslow, Director, RCBPS 
 
• Overview of the Project………………....................................Anna Foley, Project Manager, URS    
                                                                                                        Richard Franks, Deputy Project Manager, URS 
 

o Intent of the Project 
§ Why Prepare a Hazard Mitigation Plan? 
§ What is a Multi-Jurisdictional Plan? 
§ Why Participate in a Multi-Jurisdictional Plan Development Process? 

o Organizational Structure of the Planning Group 
o Overview of the Plan Development Process 
o The Role of Participating Jurisdictions, Contractors, the Public & Other Stakeholders 
o Participation Criteria 
o Key Deliverables 
o Data Collection//Supporting Documents  
o Project Timeline 
o Next Steps 
o Questions & Answers 

 
 
• Closing Remarks……………………………………………. Kelly Paslow, Director - RCBPS 
 
• Adjourn 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Please remember to 

SIGN IN 
if you haven’t already done so. 

Thank you. 
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Kickoff Meeting
July 12, 2010
Session One: 2pm
Session Two: 6pm

Rensselaer County Government Center
Conference Room A

1600 Seventh Avenue, Troy

Rensselaer County Multi-Jurisdictional
Hazard Mitigation Planning Project

Today’s Agenda:

Project Overview
Intent of the Project
Organizational Structure of the Planning Group
Overview of the Plan Development Process
Roles and Responsibilities
Participation Criteria
Key Deliverables
Data Collection / Supporting Documents
Project Timeline
Next Steps
Questions and Answers

The Consultant

Anna Foley, Project Manager
Richard Franks, Deputy Project Manager
Wayne, NJ Office

Anna Foley, Project Manager
973-785-0700 ext. 339

anna_foley@urscorp.com

Richard Franks, Deputy Project Manager
973-785-0700 ext. 449

richard_franks@urscorp.com

Our Commitment:
A FEMA-Approved Plan

URS Wayne Office Hazard Mitigation Plans

8 NY State Plans and 4 NJ Plans

Five FEMA-approved plans (191 jurisdictions, 2004 to 
present)

Six plans ongoing or under state/federal review covering 
additional 130 jurisdictions (not including Rensselaer County)

Mitigation and Mitigation Planning

Hazard Mitigation is any sustained action taken to 
reduce or eliminate long-term risk to life and property 
from a hazard event. 

Hazard Mitigation Planning is a process for State, local, 
and Indian Tribal governments to identify policies, 
activities, and tools to implement mitigation actions. 

Consultants walk you through the process needed to 
meet FEMA requirements and author the plan.

Intent of the Project:
Why Prepare a Hazard Mitigation Plan?

Study natural hazards, 

Evaluate hazard effects, and

Identify hazard mitigation
measures that will reduce risks.

Pr
ep

ar
at

ion
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Mitigation Measures – Some Examples

Elevating a house to reduce flood damages

Installing hurricane clips to roofs to reduce wind 
damage

Retrofit structures with fire-resistant materials (e.g. roofing)

Modifying building codes to incorporate hazard-
resistant design

Elevated homes in Sweet Lake, LA (near Lake Charles) after Hurricane Rita (09/24/05).

Mitigation Works!

Mitigation planning leads to judicious 
selection of risk reduction actions and 
established funding priorities.

Implementation of mitigation actions is 
intended to reduce the costs of a future 
disaster.

Intent of the Project:
Why Prepare a Hazard Mitigation Plan?

Costs of a disaster can often exceed 
available State and Federal aid.

Damages can be prevented by taking the 
time to:

learn about hazards and anticipate where and 
how they occur; and
allocate resources accordingly.

Intent of the Project:
Why Prepare a Hazard Mitigation Plan?

Intent of the Project:
Why Prepare a Hazard Mitigation Plan?

Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 requires it!

Plan preparation is funded by a FEMA grant

No out-of-pocket cost to local municipalities

Once the plan is approved by FEMA, participating 
jurisdictions will be eligible to apply for hazard 
mitigation project grants.

Key Point:

Focus on natural hazards for the purposes of 
this planning effort.
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Intent of the Project:
What is a Multi-Jurisdictional Plan?

Communities joining together to participate in a single 
local mitigation plan development process.

Common:
Planning Process
Hazards
Goals
Plan Maintenance Procedures

Unique:
Risks
Mitigation Actions
Participation
Plan Adoption

Intent of the Project:
What is a Multi-Jurisdictional Plan?

Each jurisdiction will identify its own set of 
mitigation actions for the plan

No competition between municipalities

Unique:
Risks
Mitigation Actions
Participation
Plan Adoption

Basic processes for 
single jurisdiction and 
multi-jurisdictional 
plans are identical.

Difference lies in 
degree of complexity.

Intent of the Project:
What is a Multi-Jurisdictional Plan?

Intent of the Project:
Why Participate in a Multi-Jurisdictional 
Plan Development Process?

The burden on each municipality is minimal, but the cost 
to do a single jurisdiction plan is not.

There are tremendous economies of scale (resources, 
staff hours, and $$) that are realized by coming together 
in a joint process.

By participating in a multi-jurisdictional plan, your 
municipality will gain all the benefits of having a plan 
with the minimum level of effort in plan development.

Organizational Structure of the 
Planning Group

Jurisdictional Assessment Teams:
- For each participating jurisdiction
- Head member (plus alternate) on Core 

Planning Group 

Planning Committee

Core Planning Group

Plu s

Public & Other Stake holders

Core Planning Group

County, Cities, Villages,

URS

Planning Committee

Core Planning Group
Plus

Public & Other Stakeholders

County, Cities, Towns 
&Villages

URS

Core Planning Group
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Overview of the Plan Development 
Process: Key Steps

Researching a full range of natural 
hazard events to determine which 
are the most prevalent;

Identifying the location and extent 
of hazard areas;

Identifying assets located within 
these hazard areas;

Overview of the Plan Development 
Process: Key Steps

Characterizing existing and potential 
future assets at risk; 

Assessing vulnerabilities to the most 
prevalent hazards; and

Evaluating and prioritizing goals, objectives, 
and mitigation actions to reduce or avoid 
long-term vulnerabilities to the most 
prevalent hazards.

Key Steps

Data Review -
Incorporation of 
existing 
plans/studies/reports

A Wish List for Core Planning Group 
Member completion is included in your 
handout packet. Please return any 
information/data/documents to URS 
by 08/12/10.

Key Steps

Identification of Potential Hazards

Evaluation of a full range of natural hazards

Hazards identified for inclusion & why

Hazards not identified & why not

A questionnaire for Core Planning Group Member 
completion is included in your handout packet. Please 
return to URS by 08/12/10.

What is the “full range” of hazards that 
we consider for possible inclusion in 
the plan?

Avalanches

Coastal Erosion

Wave Action

Earthquakes

Expansive Soils

Floods

Storm Surge

Dam Failure

Ice Jams

Landslides

Land Subsidence

Drought

Extreme Temps

Hail

Hurricanes /                                                    
Tropical Storms

Nor’easters

Tornadoes

Winter Storms /         
Ice Storms

Tsunamis

Volcanoes

Wildfires

Extreme Winds

Lightning

Key Steps

Risk Assessment

Hazard Profiles

Description of hazard

Location of hazard area

Extent (magnitude or severity)

Previous occurrences

Probability/likelihood of future occurrences
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Key Steps

Risk Assessment

Asset Identification and Characterization

Quantifies what is at risk

Five key types of assets considered:

Improved property
Emergency facilities
Utilities
Historic & cultural resources
Population

Key Steps

Risk Assessment

Damage Estimates

Estimate potential losses (dollars/ 
qualitative) to assets located in hazard 
areas

Why? To identify centers where the cost of 
potential damage is the highest

Key Steps

Risk Assessment

Existing Land Uses and Future Development Trends 
in Hazard Areas

Where is new development planned?

How much of this is in hazard areas?

Are there codes/regulations in place to provide 
a certain degree of protection from the most 
frequent events?

A brief questionnaire will be distributed by RCBPS to 
Core Planning Group Members for return  by 09/13/10.

Key Steps

Capabilities and Resources

Plans, codes, and ordinances currently in place 

Can contribute to, or be utilized for, hazard 
mitigation

Local Municipalities, County, State, Federal

A brief questionnaire will be distributed by RCBPS to 
Core Planning Group Members for return  by 10/12/10.

Mitigation Strategy

Goals 

Evaluate full range of actions

Select actions

Prioritize selected actions

Identify responsible party, potential funding source, 
and time frame

Key Steps

This step will be the subject of a working session where the Core Planning 
Group members will complete a series of three worksheets.

(Targeted for mid-November)

Plan Maintenance

Final Plan is a “living document”

DMA 2000 requires updates, 5 year cycle

Regular monitoring and review of progress

Key Steps
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Plan Integration 

DMA 2000 requires integration of mitigation plan into

job descriptions,

other local plans, 

permitting vehicles, 

etc…

Key Steps Break – Please return in 10 minutes

Plan Development

Consultant
County

Municipalities
General Public

Other Stakeholders

Who Are Participating Jurisdictions:  

Jurisdictions that want the overall multi-
jurisdictional plan to “count”, in FEMA’s eyes, 
as their jurisdiction’s mitigation plan.

Participate, contribute

AND

Formally adopt the Final Plan

The Role of Participating Jurisdictions

The Role of Participating Jurisdictions

Participating Jurisdictions must…
Attend meetings (four additional with URS-
September, October and November plus early 2011 
public meeting on the Draft Plan)

Provide available data/documents on the “Wish List”

Respond to questionnaires (three)

Give the public and key stakeholders in their 
jurisdiction opportunities to participate in plan 
development (see Guidance Memo #1; use Outreach 
Log to track your activities)
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The Role of Participating Jurisdictions

Participating Jurisdictions must also…
Select mitigation actions (worksheet)

Define implementation strategy (worksheet)

Adopt the plan (by resolution)

Participate in plan maintenance/updates

If you do not participate actively in the plan’s 
development (through attendance at meetings and 
submittal of Core Planning Group Deliverables) 

OR 

If you do not identify an implementation strategy 
including mitigation actions for each identified 
hazard

THEN

FEMA will not approve the plan for your 
municipality.

The Role of Participating Jurisdictions 

The Rensselaer County Planning Project

THE
FINAL

COUNTY-
WIDE 
PLAN

Recognized by FEMA:
- County
- Jurisdictions meeting ALL 
of the participation criteria

NOT Recognized by FEMA:
- Any jurisdictions that don’t 
meet ALL of the 
participation criteria

Who Are Other Stakeholders?

The Role of the Public and Other 
Stakeholders

Neighborhood groups 
Non-profit organizations (i.e. 
scout troops, Red Cross, 
Salvation Army)
Housing organizations
Environmental groups
Historic preservation groups
Parent-teacher organizations
Church organizations
Parks organizations

State, federal, and local 
government offices
Neighboring 
communities/counties
Business and development 
organizations
Academic institutions
Utility providers 
Hospitals
Tribal groups

Transportation entities 
Regional planning 
organizations
Emergency service 
providers
Jurisdiction web site 
managers / IT staff
Any local office and/or 
group with a public 
outreach focus

Role of the Public and Other Stakeholders:

Advisory role

Provide feedback
Historic hazard effects
Proposed mitigation actions
Etc…

CPG gets the word out to the public and 
other stakeholders in their area

The Role of the Public and Other 
Stakeholders

Guidance Memorandums (3 throughout process, one of 
which is in today’s handouts)

Working Draft Plan Chapters (ongoing)

Risk Assessment Interim Deliverable (October)

Draft Plan (to CPG December; to NYSEMO January)

Key URS Deliverables

Final Plan (60 days from coordinated comments on Draft)

Review: NYSEMO & FEMA

H - 13



Questions and Answers
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Meeting Agenda (October 4, 2010)                                                                     Page 1 of 1  

Rensselaer County Multi-Jurisdictional 
Hazard Mitigation Planning Project 
 
Progress Meeting – October 4, 2010 

 
  

 
 

Agenda 
 

 
• Welcome & Opening Remarks………………………………..Kelly Paslow, Director, RCBPS 
 
 
• Current Status of Participation……….………………………Kelly Paslow, Director, RCBPS 
 
 
• Overview of Project Progress ………………..................................................Anna Foley, URS    
                                                                                                                                 
 

o Importance of Hazard Mitigation Planning 
o Planning Group Participation and Responsibilities 
o Project Timeline and Current Project Status 
o Upcoming Risk Assessment Interim Deliverable 
o Capability Assessment 
o Other Steps 
o To-Do Actions for Jurisdictions 
o Questions & Answers 

 
 
• Assistance with Completion of Forms/Questionnaires/Etc. Requested To-Date………...……All 
 
 
• Closing Remarks….……………………………………..……..Kelly Paslow, Director, RCBPS 
 
 
• Adjourn 
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Rensselaer County Multi-Jurisdictional
Hazard Mitigation Planning Project

Progress Meeting
October 4, 2010

2-4 pm

Rensselaer County Government Center
1600 Seventh Avenue, Troy

Conference Room A

Today’s Agenda

Welcome and Opening Remarks………………Kelly Paslow, RCBPS

Current Status of Participation…………………Kelly Paslow, RCBPS

Overview of Project Progress…………………..…..Anna Foley, URS

Assistance with Completion of Worksheets…………………………All

Closing Remarks…………………………………….Kelly Paslow, RCBPS

Adjourn

Participation and its Benefits

Pr
ep

ar
at

io
n

Current Status of Participation

“Nature, as we know her, is no saint.”
- Ralph Waldo Emerson Some past events in Rensselaer County…
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Building Disaster Resistant Communities

Natural disasters are a part of our past, and they will 
inevitably be a part of our future.

Costs of repair/recovery can be staggering and often have 
long-term consequences.

Federal dollars are not always available to aid in the 
recovery process for every occurrence (i.e., June 2009).

Building Disaster Resistant Communities

Returning a damaged building or piece of infrastructure 
to the pre-disaster status quo leaves people and 
property in harms way.

Natural hazards will always be present, but by 
planning ahead, mitigation projects can work to 
reduce their effects.

Hazard Mitigation:
“Recovery With Foresight”

Hazard Mitigation:

Saves time and money

Protects lives and property

Helps preserve economic and social fabric of the community

According to a study by the Multihazard 
Mitigation Council (part of the National 
Institute of Building Sciences:

Every $1 paid toward mitigation 
saves an average of $4 in future 
disaster-related costs

Hazard Mitigation:
“Recovery With Foresight”

Why participate in this plan? 

Bottom Line:   Free money

$$ Once the plan is approved by FEMA, 
participating jurisdictions will be eligible to 
apply for hazard mitigation project grants.

$$ Good projects will be “on the shelf” for 
when funding opportunities open up.

What kinds of projects can be 
applied for?

Acquire/elevate/floodproof/relocate structures
Road raising/relocation
Culvert upgrades
Bridge retrofits
Utility system protective measures
Wind retrofits for buildings
Minor localized flood reduction projects (inc. retention/ 
detention basins)
Soil stabilization (geotextiles, rip rap, etc.)
Wildfire mitigation (defensible space, ignition-resistant 
construction, fuel reduction)

Once the plan is approved, jurisdictions that participate fully 
will be able to apply for projects like these (few examples):
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How much of project costs could 
typically be funded by FEMA grants?

Programs and Federal Share
HMGP 75%
PDM 75% 
FMA 75%
RFC 100%
SRL 90%

How much of project costs could 
typically be funded by FEMA grants?

Programs and Federal Share
HMGP 75% $0.25
PDM 75% $0.25
FMA 75% $0.25
RFC 100% $0.00
SRL 90% $0.10

Bottom Line:   Free money

What will it take to participate?

Attend 3 more meetings  

Review and comment on three Guidance Memos

Outreach (to the public and other stakeholders)  

Provide info/data/documents from the Wish List 

Feedback (3 questionnaires)

Mitigation Action Plan (3 worksheets)  

Review and comment on the RAID and Draft Plan

Participating jurisdictions must:

How much time is this going to take?

In many ways, the choice is yours (getting the job 
simply done, versus doing a really good job). 

Remember:

Participation is by municipality, not by person, so 
tasks should be divided amongst a small group of 
people in your municipality

Current Status of Participation
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Mitigation Success Story:
Village of Ellicottville (Cattaraugus County)
Population 472; just under 1 square mile

Problem
Bridge at confluence of two creeks
Abutments restricted flow

Water backed up during even moderate rain/snowmelt
$125,000 in annual damages 
January 1996 Flood (DR-1095) $371,000

FEMA Mitigation Grant
Bridge replacement (widen abutments), channel reconfiguration
Cost $421,000 (75% FEMA HMGP; 25% County)
Completed in 1998
Public investment already recouped

Population 1,702; just under 3 square miles

Problem
Ice jam flooding along Saranac River
Roughly once every 10 years

January 1996 Flood (DR-1095) damages $667,000
Residents had to be evacuated at night during dangerous ice 
and high water conditions

FEMA Mitigation Grant
Acquisition of 19 residential homes and 3 vacant lots
Cost $1.4M (75% FEMA HMGP; 25% State/County/Private)
Most homes vacated by November 1996 when next event 
occurred
Substantial savings realized in less than one year 

Mitigation Success Story:
Hamlet of Morrisonville (Clinton County)

* Modified cartoon by Chris Madden

Hazard Mitigation 
Planning?Town

Hall

Overview of the Plan Development 
Process: Key Steps

Researching a full range of natural 
hazard events to determine which 
are the most prevalent;

Identifying the location and extent 
of hazard areas;

Identifying assets located within 
these hazard areas;

Overview of the Plan Development 
Process: Key Steps

Characterizing existing and potential 
future assets at risk; 

Assessing vulnerabilities to the most 
prevalent hazards; and

Evaluating and prioritizing goals, objectives, 
and mitigation actions to reduce or avoid 
long-term vulnerabilities to the most 
prevalent hazards.

Project Timeline

Kickoff Meeting: July 2010

Plan Development: Ongoing

Local Feedback: Ongoing

Risk Assessment Interim Deliverable: October 2010

Risk Assessment Q&A Session: October 2010

Mitigation Strategy Working Session: November 2010

Draft Plan to CPG: December 2010

Draft Plan to NYSEMO: January 2011
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Risk Assessment Interim Deliverable (RAID)
In Progress

Working chapters of the overall plan:

Hazard Identification

Hazard Profiles

Asset Identification and Characterization

Vulnerabilities (Annual Damages)

Land Uses and Development Trends

Types of Mitigation Actions for Various Hazards

Hazard Identification Chapter of RAID
Completed

Evaluation of a full range of 
natural hazards (23)

Hazards selected for further 
analysis and reasons why (13)

Hazards not selected and 
reasons why not (10)

23 hazards evaluated
13 identified as “significant” for further evaluation

Hazard Identification Chapter of RAID
Completed

Extreme Temperatures
Extreme Wind
Hurricane and Tropical Storms
Lightning
Tornados
Winter Storms
Dam Failure

Drought
Flood
Ice Jams
Earthquakes
Landslides 
Wildfires

Hazard Profiles Chapter of RAID
Completed

Description of hazard

Location of hazard area

Extent (magnitude or severity)

Previous occurrences

Probability/likelihood of future occurrences

Base
Map

Population
Distribution
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Distribution of Profiled Hazards

Flood 
Hazard
Areas

Flood Hazard Areas

Repetitive 
Loss 

Properties

Repetitive Loss Properties:

Two or more losses 

Of at least $1,000 each

In any rolling 10-year window since community’s 
entry into NFIP

Repetitive 
Loss 

Properties
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Repetitive Loss Properties in Rensselaer County

Average RLP has had 3 loss events of about $11,000 each

1% of the NFIP insured properties.... ...incur 27% of the damages.

Dam
Locations

Dam Failure

High Hazard Dams (NYSDEC):
A dam failure may result in widespread or 
serious damage to home(s); damage to 
main highways, industrial or commercial 

buildings, railroads, and/or important 
utilities, including water supply, sewage 

treatment, fuel, power, cable or 
telephone infrastructure; or substantial 

environmental damage; such that the loss 
of human life or widespread substantial 

economic loss is likely. Bradley 
Lake
Dam

Johnsonville-Schaghticoke Dam

Lock
C3
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Long 
Pond 
Dam

Martin Dunham Reservoir Dam

Mill 
Pond 
Dam

Second 
Pond 
Dam

Wright 
Lake 
Dam
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Historic
Tornados

Earthquake 
Hazard 
Areas

Earthquake 
Hazard 
Areas 

PGA with 10% chance 
of exceedance over 50 

years

Earthquake 
Hazard 
Areas

Very HeavyExtremeX and higher7.0 and higher> 124

VIII. Moderate/Heavy
IX. Heavy

VIII. Severe
IX. Violent

VIII - IX6.0 – 6.934 - 124

VI. Light
VII. Moderate

VI. Strong
VII. Very Strong

VI – VII5.0 – 5.99.2 - 34

IV. None
V. Very Light

IV. Light
V. Moderate

IV – V 4.0 – 4.91.4 – 9.2

NoneWeakII - III3.0 – 3.90.17 – 1.4

NoneNot FeltI1.0 - 3.0< 0.17

Potential DamagePerceived ShakingIntensityMagnitudePGA

Earthquake Magnitude/Intensity Comparison
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Landslide 
Hazard 

Areas and 
Past 

Significant 
Occurrences

Landslide Hazard Areas

Drought 
Hazard 
Areas

Wildfire 
Hazard 
Areas

Wildfire 
Hazard 
Areas

Wildland-
Urban

Interface
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Wildfire Hazard Areas What we need from you:

Statement of Authority to Participate

Wish List Info/Data/Documents

Hazard ID Questionnaire

Land Uses and Development Trends Questionnaire

Capability Assessment Questionnaire

Outreach to the Public and Other Stakeholders

Hazard Mitigation:
Recovery With Foresight Questions and Answers

Anna Foley, Project Manager
Richard Franks, Deputy Project Manager
Wayne, NJ Office

Anna Foley, Project Manager
973-785-0700 ext. 339

anna_foley@urscorp.com

Richard Franks, Deputy Project Manager
973-785-0700 ext. 449

richard_franks@urscorp.com

Our Commitment:
A FEMA-Approved Plan

H - 28



Meeting Agenda (November 1, 2010)                                                                     Page 1 of 1  

Rensselaer County Multi-Jurisdictional 
Hazard Mitigation Planning Project 
 
Question and Answer Session – November 1, 2010 

 
  

 
 

Agenda 
 

 
• Welcome & Opening Remarks…………………………………Kelly Paslow, Director, RCBPS 
 
 
• Current Status of Participation……….…………………………Kelly Paslow, Director, RCBPS 
 
 
• RAID Q&A…………………………………………………………………….Anna Foley, URS 
 
 
• Mitigation Action Items Tip Sheet…………………………………………………..Anna Foley, URS 
                                                                                                                                 
 
• To-Do Actions for Jurisdictions………………………………………….……Anna Foley, URS 
 
 
• Assistance with Completion of Forms/Questionnaires/Etc. Requested To-Date………...……All 
 
 
• Closing Remarks….……………………………………..……..Kelly Paslow, Director, RCBPS 
 
 
• Adjourn 
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Rensselaer County Multi-Jurisdictional
Hazard Mitigation Planning Project

Question & Answer Session
on the

Risk Assessment Interim Deliverable

November 1, 2010
2-4 pm

Rensselaer County Government Center
1600 Seventh Avenue, Troy

Conference Room A

Today’s Agenda

Welcome and Opening Remarks………………Kelly Paslow, RCBPS

Current Status of Participation…………………Kelly Paslow, RCBPS

RAID Q&A……………………………………………..…..Anna Foley, URS

Mitigation Actions Tip Sheet………………………….Anna Foley, URS

To-Do Actions for Jurisdictions………………………Anna Foley, URS

Assistance with Completion of Worksheets…………………………All

Closing Remarks…………………………………….Kelly Paslow, RCBPS

Adjourn

Current Status of Participation

Risk Assessment Interim Deliverable (RAID)
Distributed to CPG via email 10/20/10

Risk Assessment Interim Deliverable (RAID)
Distributed to CPG via email 10/20/10
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Risk Assessment Interim Deliverable (RAID)
Distributed to CPG via email 10/20/10

Questions?

Comments?

Feedback?

Mitigation Action Items Tip Sheet
(included in RAID Section 6)

Project Timeline

Kickoff Meeting: July 2010

Plan Development: Ongoing

Local Feedback: Ongoing

Risk Assessment Interim Deliverable: October 2010

Risk Assessment Q&A Session: November 2010

Mitigation Strategy Working Session: TBD (late Nov)

Draft Plan to CPG: December 2010

Draft Plan to NYSEMO: January 2011

Past due/ongoing CPG member items:

Wish List Info/Data/Documents

Hazard ID Questionnaire

Land Uses and Development Trends Questionnaire

Capability Assessment Questionnaire

Outreach to the Public and Other Stakeholders

Assistance with completion of 
worksheets?

Upcoming CPG member items:

Worksheets to be completed by each municipality at the 
upcoming Mitigation Strategy Working Session (next 
meeting, late November or early December)

- Mitigation Options Survey

- Prioritization Worksheet (STAPLEE)

- Implementation Strategy Worksheet

- NFIP Compliance Actions Worksheet

NFIP Compliance Actions Worksheet
(excerpt)
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Local Floodplain Administrators 
and 
Floodplain Management Ordinances

Designating a Local Floodplain Administrator and adopting 
a Local Floodplain Management Ordinance are 
REQUIREMENTS for entry into FEMA’s National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP).

FEMA’s NFIP Community Status Book lists every 
municipality in the County as participating in the NFIP.

At some point in the past, every municipality in the 
county provided FEMA with their ordinance and the local 
administrator.

Questions and Answers

Anna Foley, Project Manager
Richard Franks, Deputy Project Manager
Wayne, NJ Office

Anna Foley, Project Manager
973-785-0700 ext. 339

anna_foley@urscorp.com

Richard Franks, Deputy Project Manager
973-785-0700 ext. 449

richard_franks@urscorp.com

Our Commitment:
A FEMA-Approved Plan

End of show
Hazard Identification Chapter of RAID
Completed

Evaluation of a full range of 
natural hazards (23)

Hazards selected for further 
analysis and reasons why (13)

Hazards not selected and 
reasons why not (10)

23 hazards evaluated
13 identified as “significant” for further evaluation

Hazard Identification Chapter of RAID
Completed

Extreme Temperatures
Extreme Wind
Hurricane and Tropical Storms
Lightning
Tornados
Winter Storms
Dam Failure

Drought
Flood
Ice Jams
Earthquakes
Landslides 
Wildfires

Hazard Profiles Chapter of RAID
Completed

Description of hazard

Location of hazard area

Extent (magnitude or severity)

Previous occurrences

Probability/likelihood of future occurrences
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Base
Map

Population
Distribution

Distribution of Profiled Hazards

Flood 
Hazard
Areas

Flood Hazard Areas

Repetitive 
Loss 

Properties
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Repetitive Loss Properties:

Two or more losses 

Of at least $1,000 each

In any rolling 10-year window since community’s 
entry into NFIP

Repetitive 
Loss 

Properties

Repetitive Loss Properties in Rensselaer County

Average RLP has had 3 loss events of about $11,000 each

1% of the NFIP insured properties.... ...incur 27% of the damages.

Dam
Locations

Dam Failure

High Hazard Dams (NYSDEC):
A dam failure may result in widespread or 
serious damage to home(s); damage to 
main highways, industrial or commercial 

buildings, railroads, and/or important 
utilities, including water supply, sewage 

treatment, fuel, power, cable or 
telephone infrastructure; or substantial 

environmental damage; such that the loss 
of human life or widespread substantial 

economic loss is likely. Bradley 
Lake
Dam
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Johnsonville-Schaghticoke Dam

Lock
C3

Long 
Pond 
Dam

Martin Dunham Reservoir Dam

Mill 
Pond 
Dam

Second 
Pond 
Dam
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Wright 
Lake 
Dam

Historic
Tornados

Earthquake 
Hazard 
Areas

Earthquake 
Hazard 
Areas 

PGA with 10% chance 
of exceedance over 50 

years

Earthquake 
Hazard 
Areas
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Very HeavyExtremeX and higher7.0 and higher> 124

VIII. Moderate/Heavy
IX. Heavy

VIII. Severe
IX. Violent

VIII - IX6.0 – 6.934 - 124

VI. Light
VII. Moderate

VI. Strong
VII. Very Strong

VI – VII5.0 – 5.99.2 - 34

IV. None
V. Very Light

IV. Light
V. Moderate

IV – V 4.0 – 4.91.4 – 9.2

NoneWeakII - III3.0 – 3.90.17 – 1.4

NoneNot FeltI1.0 - 3.0< 0.17

Potential DamagePerceived ShakingIntensityMagnitudePGA

Earthquake Magnitude/Intensity Comparison

Landslide 
Hazard 

Areas and 
Past 

Significant 
Occurrences

Landslide Hazard Areas

Drought 
Hazard 
Areas

Wildfire 
Hazard 
Areas
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Wildfire 
Hazard 
Areas

Wildland-
Urban

Interface

Wildfire Hazard Areas
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Mitigation Strategy Working Session (November 30, 2010)                                                          Page 1 of 1  

Rensselaer County Multi-Jurisdictional 
Hazard Mitigation Planning Project 
 
Mitigation Strategy Working Session –  
November 30, 2010 (1-4 pm) 

 
  

 
 

Agenda 
 
 

 
• Welcome & Opening Remarks…………………………...Kelly Paslow, Director, RCBPS 
 
• Reminders………………………………………………………………..Anna Foley, URS 
 
• Any Public Comments?.....................................................................................................All 
 
• Mitigation Strategy Working Session ……………...................Anna Foley, URS 

                                                                                                                      
 Mitigation Options Survey 
 Evaluation and Prioritization of Mitigation Actions 
 Developing Project Implementation Strategies 
 Actions for Continued Compliance with the NFIP 

 
• Next Steps……………………..………………. …………......................Anna Foley, URS 

                                                                                          
• Questions & Answers……………….…………………………………………………….All 

 
• Adjourn………….…………………………..................... Kelly Paslow, Director, RCBPS 
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Rensselaer County Multi-Jurisdictional
Hazard Mitigation Planning Project

Mitigation Strategy Working Session

November 30, 2010
1-4 pm

Rensselaer County Government Center
1600 Seventh Avenue, Troy

Conference Room A

Today’s Agenda

Welcome and Opening Remarks

Reminders

Any public comments?

Mitigation Strategy Working Session
Completion of worksheets to evaluate and 
prioritize actions and develop implementation 
strategies

Next Steps

Questions and Answers

Please remember to 
sign in

Outreach Logs were 
due to URS on 
November 18th –
please record all 
activities intended to 
alert and engage the 
public. Return by 
December 3rd.

Reminders

Previous questionnaires will still be accepted (LUDT, CA, 
Hazard ID) through December 3rd

Today’s worksheets will be accepted through December 15th

Reminders

Please tell us what and from whom.

We will incorporate into appropriate 
section of the plan.

Please get back to us no later than 
December 3rd.

Comments so far from the Public 
and/or Other Stakeholders??

The Worksheets:

1. Mitigation Options Survey

2. Evaluation and Prioritization of Actions

3. Documenting an Implementation Strategy

4. NFIP Compliance Actions Worksheet

Mitigation Strategy Working Session
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Mitigation strategy ‘Tip Sheet’ was distributed at the last 
meeting, and via an RCBPS email of November 16th.

Today’s worksheets were initially distributed via an 
RCBPS email of November 16th.

RAID (distributed via an RCBPS email of October 20th) 
includes initial actions list, tip sheet, other reference 
material for selection of mitigation actions.

Return today’s worksheets no later than December 15th

Worksheet Completion

IMPORTANT NOTE:

If you do not complete and return the worksheets on 
time, FEMA will not see your municipality as 

having sufficiently participated and the plan will 
not be approved for your jurisdiction

Worksheet Completion

FEMA Requirements – apply to the County and EACH 
municipality on an individual basis:

Identify and analyze a comprehensive range of projects  
for each hazard

Select projects that address reducing the effects of 
hazards on both new and existing buildings and 
infrastructure – for each identified hazard

Identify, evaluate and prioritize actions related to 
continued compliance with the NFIP

Worksheet Completion

FEMA Requirements (cont’d):

Document the process and criteria used for prioritizing 
the projects

Identify how each project will be implemented and 
administered, who will be responsible, resources for 
completion, targeted time frame?

Worksheet Completion 

FEMA Requirements (cont’d):

For each project, the estimated cost and 
documentation of cost-benefit review 

Identifiable action items for each participating 
jurisdiction

Worksheet Completion

• Ranking 6 categories of actions to reflect each 
municipality’s overall local preferences

• Preventive Measures
• Asset Protection
• Emergency Services
• Structural Projects
• Natural Resources Protection
• Public Information

1. Mitigation Options Survey
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The Role of a Local Jurisdiction

Your list of mitigation projects

Projects at sites 
that the 

municipality 
owns

Projects at sites 
owned by 

someone else

The Role of a Local Jurisdiction

• If municipality has ownership, then your action is 
to undertake the project.

• If the owner is anyone else, then your action can 
be to: advise the owner of the problem, work 
with them to identify a solution, and submit a 
grant application on their behalf to obtain funding 
to complete the project.

The Role of a Local Jurisdiction –
An Example

• The Project:  Acquire 5 homes that repeatedly flood 

• Your municipality’s “action” is NOT to acquire the 
houses (unless your local budget has a lot of 
available funds).

• Your municipality’s “action” is to meet with the 
homeowner to advise them of the risks they face and 
the benefits of acquisition, and apply to FEMA on 
their behalf for mitigation project grant funding.

• FEMA’s “S T A P L E E”

• Qualitative and subjective level of analysis 
of overall benefits and costs in lieu of formal 
benefit-cost analysis

• Acceptable for the planning phase – more 
formal analysis only required later when 
making actual grant applications

2. Evaluation and Prioritization of Actions
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Socially acceptable

Technically feasible

Administratively possible

Politically favored

Legally possible

Economically viable

Environmental impact

2. Evaluation and Prioritization of Actions

3. Implementation Strategy Development

Project Description – what will be done, where and why

What hazards will the project address?

Will the project affect existing assets, future assets, or both?

Who will take the lead?

What authority does the municipality have to do the project?

When will the project be completed?

How much will the project cost? ($, or H/M/L)

Where will the funds come from to do the work?
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Local Floodplain Administrators 
and 
Floodplain Management Ordinances

Designating a Local Floodplain Administrator and adopting 
a Local Floodplain Management Ordinance are 
REQUIREMENTS for entry into FEMA’s National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP).

FEMA’s NFIP Community Status Book lists every 
municipality in the County as participating in the NFIP.

At some point in the past, every municipality in the 
county provided FEMA with their ordinance and the local 
administrator.

To submit your worksheets:

Anna Foley
URS

201 Willowbrook Boulevard, 3rd Floor
Wayne, New Jersey 07470-7005
Phone: 973-785-0700 ext. 339

Fax:  973-812-0985
Email:  anna_foley@urscorp.com

Please don’t hesitate to call with questions!!

Next Steps

Submit comments on the RAID and any past-due 
deliverables no later than Friday, December 3rd.

If you are not turning in your forms today, please do so 
no later than Wednesday, December 15th.

January – Draft Plan to NYSOEM FEMA

H - 48



Questions????

H - 49



Stakeholders Informational Session (November 30, 2010)                                                          Page 1 of 1  

Rensselaer County Multi-Jurisdictional 
Hazard Mitigation Planning Project 
 
Stakeholders Informational Session –  
November 30, 2010 (6-8 pm) 

 
  

 
 

Agenda 
 
 

 
• Welcome & Opening Remarks…………………………...Kelly Paslow, Director, RCBPS 
 
• Project Overview………….…………………...……………...................Anna Foley, URS 

                                                                                                                      
 Mitigation and Mitigation Planning 
 Purpose and Need for the Plan 
 Key Stakeholders and How They Fit In to the Process 
 Summary of the Project To Date 

 
• Discussion and Feedback from Stakeholders…. …………......................Anna Foley, URS 

                                                                                          
• Closing Remarks.…………………………..................... Kelly Paslow, Director, RCBPS 

 
• Adjourn 
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Rensselaer County Multi-Jurisdictional
Hazard Mitigation Planning Project

Stakeholders Informational Session
November 30, 2010

6-8 pm

Rensselaer County Government Center
1600 Seventh Avenue, Troy

Conference Room A

Tonight’s Agenda

Welcome and Opening Remarks…………Kelly Paslow, RCBPS

Project Overview……………………………………Anna Foley, URS
Mitigation and Mitigation Planning
Purpose and Need for the Plan 
Key Stakeholders & How They Fit In To The Process 
Summary of the Project To Date 

Discussion and Feedback from Stakeholders………............All

Closing Remarks………………………………..Kelly Paslow, RCBPS

Adjourn

“Nature, as we know her, is no saint.”
- Ralph Waldo Emerson

Natural hazards are a part of our past, and they will 
inevitably be a part of our future.

But- they don’t need to become disasters! 

By planning ahead, mitigation projects can work to 
reduce or eliminate their consequences during 
future occurrences.

Project Overview:
Mitigation and Mitigation Planning

Project Overview:
Mitigation and Mitigation Planning

Hazard Mitigation is any sustained action taken to 
reduce or eliminate long-term risk to life and property 
from a hazard event. 

“Recovery with foresight”

Project Overview:
Mitigation and Mitigation Planning

“Mitigation is about lowering the risk and reducing the 
effects of disasters, and this ambitious venture has the 
potential to reap great rewards. To successfully mitigate 

against disaster will require the combined talents and 
concerted efforts of all levels of governments, academia, 
professional and voluntary organizations, the corporate 

sector, and all Americans.”

- Former President William J. Clinton
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Project Overview:
Mitigation and Mitigation Planning

Hazard Mitigation Planning is a collaborative process 
undertaken to break the damage cycle by:

Studying natural hazards,
Evaluating hazard effects, and
Using this information to identify hazard mitigation 
measures that will reduce risks.

Pr
ep

ar
at

io
n

Elevating a house to reduce flood damages

Installing hurricane clips to roofs to reduce wind 
damage

Retrofit structures with fire-resistant materials 

Modifying building codes to incorporate hazard-
resistant design

Project Overview:
Mitigation and Mitigation Planning

Elevated homes in Sweet Lake, LA (near Lake Charles) after Hurricane Rita (09/24/05).

Mitigation Works!

According to a study by the Multihazard Mitigation 
Council (part of the National Institute of Building 
Sciences):

Every $1 paid toward mitigation saves an 
average of $4 in future disaster-related costs

Project Overview:
Mitigation and Mitigation Planning

Project Overview:
Purpose and Need for the Plan

Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 requires it as a 
condition for eligibility to apply for certain types 
of federal hazard mitigation project funding.

Project Overview:
Purpose and Need for the Plan

The final plan will serve as a portal to Federal 
grant monies for hazard mitigation projects that 
will reduce the effects of future natural hazards.

Winning grant applications allow local officials to 
supplement precious local tax dollars with 
federal funding to achieve local hazard mitigation 
objectives at the least cost to the community.

Implementing the projects will reduce the repair 
costs associated with future hazard occurrences.
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Minor localized flood 
reduction projects (inc. 
retention/ detention basins)
Soil stabilization (geotextiles, 
rip rap, etc.)
Wildfire mitigation 
(defensible space, ignition-
resistant construction, fuel 
reduction)

Once the plan is approved, jurisdictions that participate fully 
will be able to apply for projects like these (few examples):

Project Overview:
Purpose and Need for the Plan

Acquire/elevate/floodproof
/relocate structures
Road raising/relocation
Culvert upgrades
Bridge retrofits
Utility system protective 
measures
Wind retrofits for buildings

How much of project costs could 
typically be funded by FEMA grants?

Programs and Federal Share
HMGP 75%
PDM 75% 
FMA 75%
RFC 100%
SRL 90%

How much of project costs could 
typically be funded by FEMA grants?

Programs and Federal Share
HMGP 75% $0.25
PDM 75% $0.25
FMA 75% $0.25
RFC 100% $0.00
SRL 90% $0.10

Bottom Line:   Free money 

* Modified cartoon by Chris Madden

Hazard Mitigation 
Planning?Town

Hall

Project Overview:
Key Stakeholders & How They Fit Into the Process

County
Municipalities
General Public

Other Stakeholders
Consultant

Project Overview:
Key Stakeholders & How They Fit Into the Process

Who Are Other Stakeholders?

Neighborhood groups 
Non-profit organizations (i.e. 
scout troops, Red Cross, 
Salvation Army)
Housing organizations
Environmental groups
Historic preservation groups
Parent-teacher organizations
Church organizations
Parks organizations

State, federal, and local 
government offices
Neighboring 
communities/counties
Business and development 
organizations
Academic institutions
Utility providers 
Hospitals
Tribal groups

Transportation entities 
Regional planning 
organizations
Emergency service 
providers
Jurisdiction web site 
managers / IT staff
Any local office and/or 
group with a public 
outreach focus
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Project Overview:
Key Stakeholders & How They Fit Into the Process

“An effective and open public involvement 
process ensures that all citizens understand 
risks and vulnerability so that they will work 
with the jurisdiction and support policies, 
actions, and tools that over the long-term 
will lead to a reduction in future losses.”

Project Overview:
Key Stakeholders & How They Fit Into the Process

“…In order to develop a more comprehensive 
approach to reducing the effects of natural 
disasters, the planning process shall include:

(1) an opportunity for the public to comment 
on the plan during the drafting stage and 
prior to plan approval;

(2) An opportunity for …[other 
stakeholders]…to be involved in the planning 
process;…..”

Project Overview:
Key Stakeholders & How They Fit Into the Process

Your involvement in this planning process 
is welcomed and encouraged.

Point of Contact for the Project
Kelly Paslow, Director, RCBPS

kpaslow@rensco.com
518-266-7678

Key Steps:

Researching a full range of natural hazard events to 
determine which are the most prevalent;

Identifying the location and extent of hazard areas;

Identifying assets located within these hazard 
areas;

Project Overview:
Summary of the Project To-Date

Key Steps:  (continued)

Characterizing existing and potential future assets at 
risk; 

Assessing vulnerabilities to the most prevalent 
hazards; and

Evaluating and prioritizing goals, objectives, and 
mitigation actions to reduce or avoid long-term 
vulnerabilities to the most prevalent hazards.

Project Overview:
Summary of the Project To-Date

Project Timeline

Kickoff Meeting: July 2010

Plan Development: Ongoing

Local Feedback: Ongoing

Risk Assessment Interim Deliverable: October 2010

Risk Assessment Q&A Session: October 2010

Mitigation Strategy Working Session: November 2010

Draft Plan to CPG: December 2010

Draft Plan to NYSEMO: January 2011

Project Overview:
Summary of the Project To-Date
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Project Overview:
Summary of the Project To-Date

R.A.I.D. - Distributed to CPG 
10/20/10

Contains working draft 
sections of the plan

Hazard Identification
Hazard Profiles
Identification and 
Characterization of Assets
Damage Estimates
Mitigation Goals
Range of Alternative 
Mitigation Actions to Consider
Plan Maintenance
For More Information

Evaluation of a full range of 
natural hazards (23)

Hazards selected for further 
analysis and reasons why (13)

Hazards not selected and 
reasons why not (10)

Project Overview:
Summary of the Project To-Date

23 hazards evaluated
13 identified as “significant” for further evaluation

Extreme Temperatures
Extreme Wind
Hurricane and Tropical Storms
Lightning
Tornados
Winter Storms 
Dam Failure

Drought
Flood
Ice Jams
Earthquakes
Landslides 
Wildfires

Project Overview:
Summary of the Project To-Date

Description of hazard

Location of hazard area

Extent (magnitude or severity)

Previous occurrences

Probability/likelihood of future occurrences

Project Overview:
Summary of the Project To-Date

Base
Map

Population
Distribution
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Distribution of Profiled Hazards

Flood 
Hazard
Areas

Flood Hazard Areas

Repetitive 
Loss 

Properties

Repetitive Loss Properties:

Two or more losses 

Of at least $1,000 each

In any rolling 10-year window since community’s 
entry into NFIP

Repetitive 
Loss 

Properties
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Repetitive Loss Properties in Rensselaer County

Average RLP has had 3 loss events of about $11,000 each

1% of the NFIP insured properties.... ...incur 27% of the damages.

Dam
Locations

Dam Failure

High Hazard Dams (NYSDEC):
A dam failure may result in widespread or 
serious damage to home(s); damage to 
main highways, industrial or commercial 

buildings, railroads, and/or important 
utilities, including water supply, sewage 

treatment, fuel, power, cable or 
telephone infrastructure; or substantial 

environmental damage; such that the loss 
of human life or widespread substantial 

economic loss is likely. Bradley 
Lake
Dam

Johnsonville-Schaghticoke Dam

Lock
C3
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Long 
Pond 
Dam

Martin Dunham Reservoir Dam

Mill 
Pond 
Dam

Second 
Pond 
Dam

Wright 
Lake 
Dam
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Historic
Tornados

Earthquake 
Hazard 
Areas

Earthquake 
Hazard 
Areas 

PGA with 10% chance 
of exceedance over 50 

years

Earthquake 
Hazard 
Areas

Very HeavyExtremeX and higher7.0 and higher> 124

VIII. Moderate/Heavy
IX. Heavy

VIII. Severe
IX. Violent

VIII - IX6.0 – 6.934 - 124

VI. Light
VII. Moderate

VI. Strong
VII. Very Strong

VI – VII5.0 – 5.99.2 - 34

IV. None
V. Very Light

IV. Light
V. Moderate

IV – V 4.0 – 4.91.4 – 9.2

NoneWeakII - III3.0 – 3.90.17 – 1.4

NoneNot FeltI1.0 - 3.0< 0.17

Potential DamagePerceived ShakingIntensityMagnitudePGA

Earthquake Magnitude/Intensity Comparison
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Landslide 
Hazard 

Areas and 
Past 

Significant 
Occurrences

Landslide Hazard Areas

Drought 
Hazard 
Areas

Wildfire 
Hazard 
Areas

Wildfire 
Hazard 
Areas

Wildland-
Urban

Interface
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Wildfire Hazard Areas
Hazard Mitigation:
Recovery With Foresight

Questions and Answers

Anna Foley, Project Manager
Richard Franks, Deputy Project Manager
Wayne, NJ Office

Anna Foley, Project Manager
973-785-0700 ext. 339

anna_foley@urscorp.com

Richard Franks, Deputy Project Manager
973-785-0700 ext. 449

richard_franks@urscorp.com

Our Commitment:
A FEMA-Approved Plan
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1

Rensselaer County Multi-Jurisdictional
Hazard Mitigation Planning Project

Meeting to Present the Draft Plan

January 26, 2011
2 pm

Rensselaer County Government Center
1600 Seventh Avenue, Troy

Conference Room A

Today’s Agenda

Welcome and Opening Remarks

The Draft Plan

Comments/Feedback on the Document

What happens next?

Questions and Answers

The Draft Plan The Draft Plan

Distributed via secure file transfer site 1/24

CDs are being distributed today

One for each municipality

The Draft Plan

This Draft :

Is being reviewed by you

Will soon be released to the public and 
other stakeholders

Will enter its formal State/Federal review 
cycle tomorrow

RAID vs. Working Draft vs. Draft

RAID
Oct.2010

Working
Draft

Dec.2010

Draft
Jan.2011

RAID = Certain main text sections, no appendices

Working Draft = All main text sections (with 
placeholders), no appendices

Draft = All main text sections and appendices

anna_foley
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Working Draft vs. Draft

Appendix A – Improved Property in Hazard Areas

Appendix B – Critical Facilities in Hazard Areas

Appendix C – Historic and Cultural Resources in Hazard Areas

Appendix D – Prioritization Worksheets

Appendix E – Implementation Strategy Worksheets

Appendix F – NFIP Compliance Actions Worksheets

Appendix G – CPG Members

Appendix H – Meeting Agendas, PowerPoints, SignIn Sheets

Appendix I – Press (news articles + web)

Appendix J – Additional flood exposure info for FEMA

Participating Jurisdictions

All municipalities noted as having participated

Some outstanding municipal worksheets regarding 
action items – plan notes “forthcoming”

• East Greenbush
• Hoosick
• Hoosick Falls
• Petersburgh
• Poestenkill
• Stephentown
• Troy

Participating Jurisdictions Participating Jurisdictions

Missing MSWS sheets will need to be submitted for 
FEMA to see your municipality as having 
‘participated’ in the project

Deadline was 12/15. The Draft includes anything 
received through Sunday, 1/23

Prioritization Worksheet (STAPLEE)

Implementation Strategy Worksheet

NFIP Compliance Actions Worksheets

The Draft Plan

Your submittals regarding actions/projects:

Appendix D – Prioritization (STAPLEE)

Appendix E – Implementation 

Appendix F – NFIP

These are exactly as you provided to me,               
with the exception of…

The Draft Plan

….additional County-led action items with direct 
involvement and participation from each municipality 
(back half of Appendices D and E)

Required by FEMA to capture “lesser hazards”

To meet requirement for an action item for 
each municipality for each identified hazard

We used what FEMA has accepted previously 
for other NYS plans

anna_foley
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3

The Draft Plan The Draft Plan

The Draft Plan The Draft Plan

The Draft Plan The Draft Plan

DO NOT ADOPT THE PLAN JUST YET!

We have to wait until FEMA approves it

Anticipate several months (six+ typical)

anna_foley
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4

CPG comments/feedback to:

Anna Foley
URS

201 Willowbrook Boulevard, 3rd Floor
Wayne, New Jersey 07470-7005
Phone: 973-785-0700 ext. 339

Fax:  973-812-0985
Email:  anna_foley@urscorp.com

What happens next?

Draft will undergo review by NYSOEM

NYSOEM will forward to FEMA

FEMA will review; comments likely

Revised Draft will be submitted NYSOEM FEMA

FEMA will deem “approvable pending adoption”

Municipalities adopt and send adoption resolutions to County

County NYSEOM FEMA

FEMA ‘approves’ the plan one municipality at a time

Questions????

anna_foley
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