Walter Aaron Miller Railroad Diary 1869 to 1889

       This is the diary of Walter Aaron Miller. This provides important information about the community and railroads. Only a handful of newspapers survive from this period; making this diary of source useful information. Miller who according to the 1874 Albany City Directory was foreman of the H. R. R. R. (Hudson River Railroad) [by that time it was the called New York Central & Hudson River Railroad] drawbridge. 

       He was born May 20 1833. He died April 15, 1889 of Typhoid fever.  He was still listed in the 1880 directory as a foreman. In the 1880 Federal Census, Walter Miller was living on Broadway, Greenbush age 47 with wife Sarah (48) daughter Helen. He was listed as a railroad trackman: both sons were railroad fireman.  They were also listed in the 1870 census with another daughter Margaret, then 14. 

       The first railroad bridge was built in 1866 (the piers of this bridge are still in use today on the Livingston Ave bridge). A second railroad bridge was built south to this first bridge in 1871. Thus as one reads the entries in the diary, the early entries mention only one draw and after 1871, two draws (upper and lower) are mentioned. In 1882 the Greenbush Bridge was opened as the first bridge to provide vehicle traffic across the Hudson River. Thus three bridges are mentioned in the later entries. For more information on these bridges see: “The Livingston Avenue Bridge” by Carl Johnson at alloveralbany.com. Thanks are expressed to Ernie Mann and Carl Johnson for their invaluable input, comments, information and assistance in this transcription.

      Some spellings and punctuations have been corrected.  A number of explanations might be helpful.  The word ‘draw’ mans that part of the bridge that moves to let river traffic though.    Thus the lower draw refers to the swivel part of the lower bridge and the upper draw refers to the northern bridge.  The Boston Ferry refers to the railroad ferry, which was associated with the Boston and Albany Railroad and continued in operation until 1891.  ‘Run off’ or ‘runoff’ is a term used for a derailment. Thus a runoff at the Broadway Crossing means that a derailment took place where the track crossed Broadway (in Greenbush). A frog is a term that refers to a part of a switch; apparently part of the mechanism was on the wheels of the cars. There are the references to various ships such as City of Troy. York refers to New York. Bath (On-the-Hudson) refers to the village (then part of North Greenbush township) that is now part of the northern part of the City of Rensselaer and Greenbush was the lower village that became the City of Rensselaer in 1897.  B. and A. refers to the Boston and Albany Railroad and NYC refers to New York Central. The Nantucket refers to engine number 77 of the Boston and Albany RR. Other names can refer to boats or engines, obviously if something is in tow; it is a riverboat towing some barges, etc.  East Albany was part of the Village of Greenbush that was near the railroad yards and terminals. Shanties refer to switch buildings, grade crossing buildings or perhaps small businesses since one is called a fish shanty. Steam refers to steam power that was used to turn the bridges.

      This diary is part of the collection of the City of Rensselaer Historical Society’s collection and is currently on loan to the Rensselaer City History Research Center located at Rensselaer City Hall. There is writing on the front cover that is basically illegible but appears to say Walter Miller’s Diary 1872. The following is a transcript of the diary

Page 1, 195 180 189 175

 Page 2: February the 4th to the 24th, 20 Days

Page 3

April 3, 1873 river started to open

April 4 1872 the Boston ferry boat run [A reference to the Boston and Albany Railroad Ferry is in Howell’s Bicentennial History of Albany: “ The Boston and Albany Ferry was established in 1842 by the Boston and Albany Railroad, and runs from a point a little north of Maiden Lane to the depot of this company in Bath. Before the railroad bridge was built, this was a very important ferry, all the freight fro the Boston and Albany Railroad being taken across the river at this point”]

April 5, 1872 The river open

Page 4 Recipe for salve: half lb mutton, tallow 4 ounces for beeswax,  Shoemaker Bark

Rail Road guide

710 feet radet in the basin

 to 28 feet Bar 2 inch ¾

30 feet Bar 2 inch

Troy Branch 440 feet radet

To 28 feet Bar 3 inch

Hudson Branch 800 feet

Radet 28 feet Bar 1 inch 5/8

30 feet Bar 1 inch ½
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December 1 1869 5 snow storm

Dec 13 draw closed [means that the swing part of the bridge was closed since river traffic could not move when there was ice on the river]

December 16 rain storm

December 18 rain and snow

Dec 22 rain

Dec 26 rain

Dec 28 rain

Dec 29 high water, ice gone

Dec 30 snow and rain

Dec 31 draw reopen

January 1, 1870 nice day, snow in the night

Jan 2 rain and wind and river open

Jan 4 Norwich [a river boat] went down with a tow

Jan 12 rain storm

Jan 13 cold and river closed

Jan 17 rain ice gone out again

Jan 24 draw reopen  
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Jan 27 Connecticut up to Troy [There were at least two vessels with the name Connecticut, it is unclear which one this is.]

Jan 28 cold and river closed

Feb 5 draw closed again and the Connecticut at Albany

Feb 7 Connecticut left Albany for New York

Feb 9 snow storm

Feb 14 snow and rain

Feb 18 thunder and lighting

Feb 19 ice gone, cold, high water

Feb 21 ice gone out

Feb 27 snow storm and the river closed again

March 8 1870 the first sleigh over the ice to Bath

March 6 snow storm

March 13 snow storm

March 29 Connecticut to Troy

November 27, 1873 the river closed

December 28 1871 Train on New Bridge, Engine 38
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April 3 18?? River open ??? to open  [written on top of page and not part of the rest of the writing on the page]

December 1, 1873, Draw closed

Dec 4 river open again

Dec 6 Jacob Leonard [Was a merchant paddle wheeler registered at Albany and was part of the Schuyler Towing Line] to (Albany and York both crossed out)

Dec the 27 Carrie with a tow from Troy to Albany. The last boat down: Utica

[Jan 1 1874 the Boston Ferry Boat stopped, was crossed out]

January 2 1874 closed the upper

Jan 5 ice gone and the Carrie through the lower Draw with a tow for York

Jan 8 high water

Jan 9 Jacob Leonard up to Albany with two Barges

Jan 10 left for New York tight

Jan 13 Winans [a paddle wheeler] and the City of Hudson to Albany

Jan 14 snow storm

Jan 17 ice, stop running and river closed to Albany

Jan 20 snow storm
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April  1872 ????, April 5 River open [these are on top of the page apparently added notes]

Jan 21 the Baptist church burnt up

Jan 24 river open and ice gone cold

Jan 31 sleigh across the ice to Greenbush

Feb 1 1874 Boston ferry Boat stopped running

Feb 16 ice shoved from Troy above Bath and warm weather

March 4 river open and cold

March 9 John McCabe left the switch wrong

April 5 1874 snow storm

April 10 snow storm and Lowenstein hung [refers to Emil Lowenstein who was hung in NYC] for the murder of Weston

April 1 snow storm

April 21 thunder and lighting
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 April 25 snow storm

April 29 snow storm

May 1, 1874 Walce [refers to Joseph Waltz who was hung in Greene Co.] was hung for the murder of Hulche

May 7 smash-up on the Boston Crossing cars 9

May 16 the dams gave way in Boston

Sept 7 1874 The Boston Bridge burnt up

Oct 1 1874 the first snow

Dec 1 1874 the first snow that covered the ground and too runoff Nantucket

Dec 15 the river closed

Dec 16 Brophey house burnt [In 1870, a P. Brophy residing at East Albany Greenbush was listed as an engineer with Boston and Albany RR. Also P R. Brophy and Bros operated a groceries and provisions store at the corner of First and Harrison in Greenbush]

Dec 17 closed the upper draw

Dec 19 the first teams across the ice to Bath

Dec 20 snowstorm
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1875

Jan 2 snow and fire in Bath

Jan 8 snowstorm

Jan 16 smashup on the crossing

Jan 21 snow storm

Jan 24 snow

Jan 27 snow

Feb 3 1875 rain

Feb 10 the river froze over at York

Feb 11 river and snow

Feb 20 snow storm

Feb 26 snow

Feb 27 snow 10 inch

March 1 1875 snow

March 3 snow and runoff

March 5 snow

March 7 snow

March 15 snow

March 15 thunder and lightning

March 29 snow
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March 25 cold, 10 degrees below Zero

April2, 1875 the river opened

April 13 snow storm 12 inch

April 16 rain and snow

April 18 snow

April 24 snow and rain

June 13 1875 frost

Oct 7 1875 snow

Oct 9 the old Brewery burnt up

Oct 16 snow and rain

Oct 30 snow rain

November 1875 snow

Nov 10 snow and rain

Nov 14 John Cains legs cut off with cars

Nov 16 runoff at the Boston Crossing

Nov 21 snow and rain

Nov 23 snow and rain

Nov 2 snow and rain
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Nov 29 snow and high winds and the lower draw broke down

Dec 1 1875 smash up at Carman’s Shanty 71 and the Boston esnteys [?] and the river  closed with ice [There was a shanty at nearly every grade crossing in the days before signals. The author seems to have named the shanties after the person who worked in them]

Dec 5 snow

Dec 8 snow and rain

D

Dec 9 snow squalls

Dec 10 snow squalls

Dec 11 snow squalls

Dec 12 snow squalls

Dec 13 snow and closed the upper draw

Dec 14 snow squalls

Dec 15 snow squalls

Dec 16 closed the lower draw and snow in the night

Dec 17 snow squalls

Dec 24 snow squalls
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Dec 28 snow

January 2 1876 The river open and opened the ferry lower draw for Greenbush ferry

Jan 11 the river closed again

Jan 13 closed the draws again

Jan 16 snow and rain

Jan 27 snow and rain

Jan 20 snow squalls and river open again

Jan 21 change the rails on the lower Draw

Jan 22 snow storm 2 inch and the river closed again

Jan 23 rain

Jan 26 snow squalls and cross the ice with teams again

Jan 27 rain and snow

Jan 28 rain

Jan 29 rain.
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Feb 1 1876 rain in the night commence at 10 o clock and rain up to 20 minutes of the 6 the 2 day

Feb 2 cold and high winds and blew the roof of the house of Doct. Wilson’s

Feb 3 snow in the night

Feb 4 snow 4 inches and the first sleigh out this winter

Feb 6 rain

Feb 9 snow and rain

Feb 8 the Nantucket killed the Boy Walice

Feb 10 George Vanhise house burnt [ possibly Van Hoesen]

Feb 11 Rain

Feb 12 the ice shoved from Troy above Bath

Feb 14 turned the lower draw for the Boston
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 ferry tried to break the ice through and it rains.

Feb 15 rains and the snow and blows hard and the ice started to move at 3 o clock and stopped at half past 3 o’clock

Feb 16 the boys cross the ice again above the Boston ferry and snow squalls

Feb 17 Greenbush ferry made a trip in the afternoon

Feb 18 open the lower draw for the Boston ferry to break the ice and we dug for a broken pipe in the brewery yard

Feb 19 cutting ice in the Basin 10 inch [high water, crossed out]

Feb 22 snow in the night 2 inches

Page 16

Feb 24 cold and snow squalls and teams crossing ice again and simmings [possibly William Simmons, pork dealers in Albany] slaughterer house burnt

Feb 27 it commenced snowing in the night and the

Feb 28 the snow was 6 inch by night and the sleigh was the second time this winter and the

Feb 29 it is still snowing but stops at 12 o’clock and the snow is 8 inch deep and the Boston ferry has run all winter

March 1 1876 snow squalls

March 2 snow squalls

March 8 rains and high water and the ice is shoved again.
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And we cut the boats out from under the bridge turns cold

March 10 river open again

March 13 open the lower draw for the Boston Ferry, she caught on her center

March 14 change the rails on the upper draw

March 15 river closed again

March 17 snow storm 4 inch

March 18 snow squalls

March 20 cold north winds and snow squalls

March 21 rain and snow

March 25 snow 5 inch and rain and the river is on the start to open again

March 27 open the Draw for full and the men put on duty for the season
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March 28 rains and the first boat out for the season, The Mayflower the first

March 29 thunder and lighting and rain very hard and snowed

March 30 snow squalls

April 1 1876 Boat from York

April 3 rain and broke the Boston safe open

April 4 rain and snow

April5 snow and rain

April 7 snow and rain

April 16 work at Branch Marsh [or Marah] shanty and Philadelphia barge sank and high water

April 17 the trains commenced running to West Albany

April 29 Peter Agans  house burnt and Amsey [Amasa Bates, Machinist in 1875 directory] Bates Shanty
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April 30 snow and rain 2 inches

May 10, 1876 thunder and hail

May 31 blocked the bridge and cut John Major toes off

April the 9 1872 Troy  Ferry boat run-in the old bridge

April the 3 1873 the ice started to break up

June the 19 1876  sprained my ankle

June the 16, the City of Troy [steamship, burnt in 1906 in Dobbs Ferry] made her first trip

Jan the 7 1876 Mr. Adsit was taken sick and died of July  the 8 at half past 2

Sept the 13 runoff at the McCarty’s Shanty 103

Oct. the 10 1876 the first snow

Oct the 18th snow on the Boston Trains from the East
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Oct the 16 Kierans house burn and Greenbush ferry boat

Oct the 20 Doctor Yates Died [Edward Yates was a physician and surgeon with a Broadway and Fowler address]

Oct. the 18 Patrick Burkes leg cut off by big 7

No the 17 1876 the first snow that covered the ground

No 26 snow squalls

No 27 and 28 snow squalls

Dec the 1 1876 the river froze over with ice

Dec the 2 snow squalls

Dec the 8 draw broke cams lower

Dec 9 snow and high winds

Dec 10 the river froze shut

Dec 9  the last boat up from York with barges, Leonard

Dec 11 snow and lets off steam and the boys left the draw

Dec 12 snow 3 inch  ??

Page 21

Dec 13 robbery at Munger’s paint shop  Plas and ingless

Dec 16 the first sleigh across the ice to Bath and snows and blows cold

Dec 18 snow 8 inches blows hard

Dec 19 snow squalls

Dec 22 snow begins at 3 o’clock in the afternoon 8 inches

Dec 26 snow about 1 inch

Dec 29 commence snowing at 11 o’clock and stopped at 10 o’clock 6 inch, high winds

Dan the 1 1877 nice day and commence snowing at 9 o’clock at night

Jan 6, the Boston ferry Boat stopped running

Jan 7 snow and blows 3 inches

Jan 7 snow 6 inch deep

Jan 8 nice day and turns cold at nigh and snow and blows

Jan 11 commence snowing 
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½ past 5 o’clock 3 inches

Jan 13 snow since the night 3 inches and the snow plough broke the shafting on draw

Jan 15 snow 4 inches

Jan 16 snow squalls cold

Feb 7 1877 runoff at McCarty Shanty engine 95 and a car off at Broadway Crossing

Feb 15 Fire in Bath, Two houses

Feb 16 rain and snow

Feb 24 light rain

March the 2 1877 the Boston ferry cut  her way through the ice and commenced running

March 9 river open

March 8 Underhill drowned

March 10 got steam on the draws and put the men to work.
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Father’s records

John Miller was born May the 16 1807

Christina Spore was born Dec the 11 1805 [spelled Spoar on W M’s death certificate]

Married Dec the 25 1824

Margaret Ann Miller was born March 23 1826

William Henry Miller was born Nov 12 1828

Catherine Jane Miller was born June 7, 1831

X   Walter Aaron Miller was born May 20, 1833

George Wallis Miller was Born Feb 16, 1840

Mary Miller was born Feb 16, 1840 [added in pencil: John Disher]

Rebecca Miller was born  July the 5th 1842 [ added in pencil: Hermance]
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Henrietta Miller was born April the 2 1845 in pencil is written above, Henry Fowler)

John Elias Miller was born Oct the 5 1847 and died Feb the 12 1848

Smoke Herring

4 Quarts Salt to 500

1.2 gallon Molasses

2 onzes salt peter to 500

48 hours in Brine, stir them once a while

Page 25 has a newspaper clipping listing the Spring dates that the river opened from 1830-1884.

Page 26 is blank

Page 27

March the 12 snow 3 inches rain

March the 13 snow 3 inches

March the 14 snow 1 inch in the night and first boat out, Elizabeth Roberson and unlocked draws and car off track in Albany

March the 15 snow squalls

March the 16 snow squalls

March the 16 snow in the nigh 2 inches

March the 17 Dennis Hurley had his figures out off, cold

March the 19 send 20 the men crossed the ice to Bath on the Hudson ice, 4 inches

March 23 runoff at Albany 71 and 2 cars and river open again

March the 26 boys out to work on the draw

March the 28 snow and rain 2 inches

Pages missing

Page 28

March the 29 ( 1877) City of Hudson to Albany Leonard to York with a tow, the first boat

March the 30 Drew [Daniel Drew, a steamboat] and Powell [Mary Powell, a very famous steamboat] from New York

April the 18 1877 run off at the John Marker shanty brake

May the 17 1877 the W. M. Whitney came up the river

May the 20 she made her trip to Troy

June the 5, 1877 the train run in the draw engine 102

June the 13 the Saratoga made her first trip to Troy
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July the 24, 1877 the strikers tore up the switches on the bridge and the 28 they began to call the troops in

August the 21 the lower draw broke down and at 11 o’clock 15 minutes the barge, Auston run into the draw at night P. Madden?

 Sept the 6 1877 Edward Munger fell on the bridge [ In 1870, Edward Munger was a 14 year old boatman from Greenbush]

Sept  the 29 Mrs. Harte fell off the bridge and drowned

Oct the 20 1877, the engine 95 and 82 run in to each other at McCarty shanty
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Oct the 22 1877 the first snow and rain for the season

Nov 15 1877 run off at the Boston crossing engine 105 and 4 cars no. of cars B. A. 137 N. Y. C. 2437 B. A.  805 B. L. N Y C 1537  switch wrong

Nov the 23 run off in the Boston yard mounted the frogs, cars 4 number of cars G.W. R  BL 1823 Dan M RR 1187 M.  C. RR 4285 W.W. R. R. B. L. 8611

Nov the 28 run off at the Boston house train run away Engine 93 number of cars broke W. N. 1500, R. line B. A. 2701, R L. B. A. 2458 R. L. [these are the names of the railroad cars that were derailed, R. L. probably means Red Line and B. L.  Blue Line]

Nov 29 thanksgiving Day rain and snow

Dec the 18 1877 run off at the
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Boston frogs and run up above the culvert 6 cars and Van Husen got his sentence 7 years [possibly this is the Lemuel P. Van Hoesen which killed his wife. It is mentioned in Howell’s Bicentennial History”

Dec the 25 1877 Christmas Day, the city of Troy last trip to York with her flags a flying and no ice in the river

Dec the 31 The Saratoga made her last trip and river first froze over with ice and let the boys go off the draw.

Jan 1 1878 nice day and the boys crossing the ice to Bath on the Hudson

Jan the 2 snow the first covered the ground 2 inches

Jan the 4 snow 8 Inches and the first sleigh out let off steam on draws.
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And let the firemen go

Jan the 15 dug out for head block at John Marker shanty

Jan the 24 fire in Greenbush Thomas Doyle’s house

Jan the 25 Fire in East Albany Mrs. Slyter’s house [Alonso Sliter was the proprietor of the Broadway Hotel in Greenbush. There were a number of other Sliter and Slyter families’ members in the area]

Jan the 31 Snow commenced about 3 o’clock 3 inches

Feb the 1 1878 snow 10 inches

Feb the 9 snow 2 inches

Feb the 10 snow 8 inches

Feb the 17 Snow 3 inches

Feb the 20 snow 1 inch

Feb the 28 nice day and open the lower draw to let the Boston ferry cut the ice out of her way. The Boston Ferry ran all winter

March 4 1878 the river open at Albany, snow squalls cold
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March the 5 1878 the first boat out at Brained [Elijah Brainard was a ship builder in Albany]

March the 6 got steam on the draw and put the men to work

March the 9 the Earton [might mean Earlton] with a tow for York

March the 11 put the boys to work on draw

March the 14 the City of Troy made her first trip

April the 15 1878 Engine 44 struck Peter Syphers

March the 21 1878 fire in East Albany Sutervans house burnt up and

May the 21 the J. B. Sanders made her first trip with steam

May the 28 Franks Cave leg got hurt with cars

August the 21 1878 car off on
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The upper bridge and broke 35 ties

Aug the 26 Smashup on the central road and killed William Thornton [William Thornton was an engineer who lived in Albany’s 7 th ward, born in 1820) Engine 389 and 380 and 452 and the same night a smash in the Boston yard 358 and 310 switch wrong

No the 6 1878 the first snow that covered the ground 2 inch

Nov. the 9 Briggs house burned up in Bath W. Henry Briggs was a barge captain whose postal address was DeFreestville.  His neighbors were steamboat engineers]

Dec the 9 1878 snow 4 inch rain

Dec the 10 rain

Dec the 11 high water

Dec the 20 tamped the head blocks up at John Marker shanty and the Troy local off the track at the Thrible Switch and wye [sic] and Dean Richmond [Dean Richmond was a famous engine, which carried Lincoln to his inauguration and again pulled his funeral train] left Albany for York
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Dec the 21 1878 Steamer Marton left Albany and commenced snowing at ½ 10 o’clock 3 inches and rain

Dec the 25 fires in Bath on Hudson McIntyre store and blacksmith shop and Case Allen smashed his hand [C. H. Allen was a mechanist (sic) in Greenbush, born 1830]

Dec the 25 the first boys across the ice to Bath on the Hudson

Dec. the 27 snow 2 inches

Dec the 28 the first sleigh across the ice at Bath

Dec the 30 snow 1 inch

Dec the 31 let the men go of the draw and laid up

Jan the 2 1879 snow 3 inches and commenced, Pay in silver

Jan the 4 the Boston Ferry made her last trip

Jan the 7 inaugured the
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New assembly chamber of the new capitol

Jan the 8 Snow 1 inch

Jan the 9 Snow 10 inch

Jan the 10 men cross the ice at Yonkers Capt Smith

Jan the 16 snow 14 inches

Jan the 24 Engine off the track on the wye

Jan the 27 rain and snow 3 inches

Jan the 28 cut off Frank Caves leg the second time and Thomas Robbins House burned [There was a Thomas Robbins who was a farmer at East Greenbush in 1870] up

Feb the 5 1879 Snow 8 inches

Feb the 7 William Jones was killed with the cars in the Boston yard

Feb the 9 Snow squalls

Feb. the 17 commenced snowing 6 o’clock PM

Feb the 18 snow 9 inches

Feb 20 snow 2 inches
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Feb the 22, snow 1 inch

Feb the 23 snow 1 ½ inch

Feb the 25 snow 7 inches


Feb the 26 rain and snow 1 ½ inch

Feb the 27 run away engine 105 and 33 and 420 and Boston train off on the Hudson  Hudson River crossing

Feb the 28 Ocker Fellers house burnt up in Bath

March the 6 1879 snow 4 inch

March the 13, the Boston ferry broke her slip open on the Albany side and snow 1 inch

March the 14 The Boston Ferry commenced her regular trips, rain

March the 17, snow 8 inches and the Nantucket of the track at McCartey shanty

March the 21 snow 1 ½ inches

March the 22, snow 2 inches. 

March 26 the Greenbush Ferry
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Made her first trip

March the 27 snow 2 inches and rain and got steam on draws [almost certainly means that they got the steam boilers working and put to pressure on the draw bridges. Some bridges of similar designed actually had the steam boilers out in the water under the turntable.  Thus, this may suggest that the steam boilers were at the bridges and not in the rail yards] and men to work and river open to Albany] 

March the, snow 2 inches, rain

April the 3 1879 snow 2 inches and the Newburgh Bates to Albany

April the 4, Dean Richmond and the Saratoga to Troy, first trips, cold

April the 11 snow 2 inches

April the 14, old police station burned up at Greenbush

April the 15 rain and snow

April the 17 rains and snow

April the 18 rain and snow 7 inches

April the 19 rains and snow

May the 2, 1879  John McEwan broke his leg

May the 7 Ratcliff [Ratcliffe] fell off the wall at Blass shanty

May the 9, Fire in Greenbush
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Hamlin Cooper shop ½ 9 o’clock in the morning [possibly John Hamlin of Benedict Hamlin Co who was on Columbia St. Greenbush. The at Ferry St.]

May the 27, 1879 frost

June the 11, 1879 fire in Bath William Jones houses burned

July the 13, 1879 fire in Bath, Homer house and Burthlongs Tavern

August the 3, 1879 Fire in Greenbush, 7 houses burned

August the 6 Engine Sacramento blew up and killed Frank Murphy and Thomas Macintyre and Smith

August the 10 car off track at Albany

August the 15 Austin Felt got killed by cars [There was a Justin Felt in the 1870 census, railroad engineer in Greenbush]

August the 22 Hilarie Latremoille was hung [he was hung in Albany Co. for rape and murder, The hanging was actually on August 30] for the murder of Catherine Dunsback

August the 31 Smashup on the Broadway crossing, Engine 460 and 390
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Oct. the 24, 1879 the first snow in the fall and ice on the shores of creek

Nov the 2, 1879 fire in Bath, Mrs. McCaffery [an Owen McCaffrey of North Greenbush which included Bath died at 56 in 1870 “”of softening of brain” He worked at the gas works. His wife’s name was not given] house burned 

Nov. the 3 snow 3 inches

Nov the 6 snow 2 inches

Nov the 19 Rains and snow 2 inches

Nov. the 20 snow 2 inch and high wind

Nov. the 27 runoff at Broadway crossing new engine 21

Dec the 1, 1879 the first floating ice in the river

Dec the 11 had the Doctor arrested for steaing Ben Snyder

Dec the 14 rain and snow 3 inch the first shoveling did

Dec the 15 snow 1 inch

Dec the 17 stopped tamping for the season

Dec the 18 the second ice in the river

Dec the 19 snow 2 inches
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December the 20 1879 light snow and the last trip of boats Marton

Dec 21, the first boys across the ice to Bath

Dec 22, snow 8 inches and first sleigh out

Dec the 24 runoff at John Marker Switch, Engine 507 and 445, icy

Dec the 25 snows in the night 2 inches

Dec the 26 closed the draw

Dec the 28 let the men go

Dec the 31 snow 6 inches

January 1880

Jan the 4, 1880 rain

Jan the 6 rain and snow 1 ½ inch

Jan the 6, Wilber Butler fell on the upper bridge

Jan the 12 the ice broke up in the river and pay car up, rain and snow 5 inches

Jan the 14, John Dugan hand smashed and crossing the ice [John Dugan was a ‘mechanist’ in the 1870 census for Greenbush]
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Ice to Bath again a foot

Jan the 16 commenced cutting ice to Bath the first

Jan the 17 warm and rain

Jan the 20 rain and snow, 2 inches

Jan the 22 rain and warm

Jan the 23 rain and snow ½ inches

Jan the 24 colder snow squalls

Jan the 27 rain and warm

Jan the 28 river open again and ice broke up to York, warm and high water

Jan the 29 Chained the peares  on the draws, warm and a boat up in the lumber district Tug Willey

Jan the 31 Tugboat out and no ice in the river, nice warm

Feb the 1, 1880, cold and high wind and snow squalls

Feb the 2 cold and clear and the river full of floating ice
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Feb the 3 1880, snow 12 inch and the Boston ferry stopped running, Greenbush ferry still running and the river full of anchor ice and closed

Feb the 5 the Boston ferry boat tried to get through the ice and got ½ across the river

Feb the 6 men cross the ice again

Feb the 7, snow squalls

Feb the 12 rain at nigh warm and pay car.

Feb the 13 rain and warm

Feb the 14 warm and the ice moved again and the Greenbush ferry stopped and high water and A. A. Rawson fell of train old bridge

Feb the 15, the river open from Troy to Bath high water, warm and commence snowing P. M. 1 inch
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Feb the 16, 1880 warm and the men crossing the ice to Greenbush

Feb the 17 warm and the river open to Boston Ferry and crossing ice to Greenbush

Feb the 18 warm and the river open to the Blass furnace and Greenbush ferry running again and commenced raining 6 o’clock evening

Feb the 19 colder and snow squalls and high winds

Feb the 21 snow 1 inch warm

Feb the 23 snow inch and the tug Bender to the lumber district with boats.

Feb the 28 open the lower draw, tug and barge in the basin, nail at night

March the 1 1880 snow squalls and the Krodge tug out the first
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March the 2 1880 got steam on the draws

March the 4 the first boat from York. Cayuga with a tow

March the 5 rain thunder and lighting in the morning

March the 7 fire in Greenbush Luke Coaniff [Luke Coniff was list as a ‘porter house’ in Greenbush] and Charles Maloy 3 houses

March the 9 snow equals

March the 10 snow ½ inch Bay car

March the 11 the Passenger boats first trip City of Troy and snowing 3 inches

March the 16snow 3 inches and rain

March the 19 snow 2 inches in the night

March the 20 rain in the night

March 27 snow 6 inches and sleigh out

March the 28 snow warm

April the 4 1880 thunder and lighting
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April the 7 snow 2 inches

April the 12 fire in East Albany James Rigney house [James Rigney as a carpenter in Greenbush who lived next door to Justin Felt (above)] and D. G. Peterson house

April the 12 the steamer Emita made her first trip to Batter [Baltimore?]

April the 23 snow 2 inches

April the 26 runoff at the lower switch, Engine 528 and car NYC 14659 and 

RWO [Rome, Watertown and Ogdensburg RR] 615 and NYC 15824

April the 30 snow 1 inch

May the 1 1880 the cars came in with 3 inches of snow on

May the 15 frost

June the 3 1880 the new steamer Albany first trip

August the 16 1880 frost

Aug the 17 Engine 63 run on on the cams upper draw

Sept 9 ground frost
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Oct the 1 1880, heavy frost

Oct 13 Phillip Grimes had his foot smashed [Philip Grimes was a laborer, born 1830 and lived in Greenbush]

Oct the 14 fire in East Albany  Dan Bynes shed

Oct 16 Mrs.Dunerhuse house burned up

Oct the 17 the first snow that came in on the cars in the fall (covered the ground) snow in the West from 11 to 12 feet in the West and trains blocked

Oct. 18 the first ice on the planks at Albany

Oct 20 fire in Greenbush at the south ferry slip

Oct 24 the first snow of Fall 1 inch and cold

Oct 29 Bent the cams rod on the lower draw

No the 10 1880 smash up at the lower crossing 2 cars
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Engine 90 and 37 run into each other

No 15 run off at Troy switch engine 7 gravel train

No 20 car off Troy switch and snow 2 inches and rain and cold and the creek froze over the first time

No the 25 the last boats to New York tow boats

No27 light snow ½ inch

No 28 commence snowing at 6 o’clock at night 1 inch

No 29 tug to Troy from Albany, Maney

Dec 1  1880 snow 12 inches

Dec 2 light snow1 inch

Dec 4 the first they cross the ice at Albany a foot

Dec 5 rain warm

Dec 7 closed the draws and let off of steam [probably preparing the steam boilers for the winter]

Dec the 8 snow 1 inch and
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Dec 1880

The boys left the trains

Dec 10 cold 4 degrees below zero

Dec 11 teams crossing the ice to Bath and commenced cutting ice in the river and snow 1 ½”

Dec 14 snow 2 inches

Dec 24 snow 2 inches

Dec 27 snow 2 inches

Dec 28 snow 2 inches

Dec 29 snow 2 inches

Dec 29, commences to work on the upper draw

Jan 1881 cold from 14 to 15 below zero

Jan 2 jacked up the draw and the Boston ferry last trip

Jan 4 snow 4 inches

Jan 6 snow 7 inches

Jan 9 and 10 snow 7 inches

Jan 14 rain and snow 3 inches and high winds
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Jan 19 1881 runoff at Albany Engine 107 and 351 and 69

Cars numbered: red line 6681

LSMC 5861

MDTC 3746

GW [Great Western ?] 2556

GW 3679

BBB 6221

GW 2627

NYC 1964

B & A 2668

Jan 21 snow 4inch

Jan 22 snow 2 inches

Jan the 26 snow 1 ½ inches

Jan the 30 snow 2 inches

Feb 1881 the 16 snow ½ inches

Feb snow 1 inch and two cars off the track brakes down at William Marker switch

Feb the 19 and two cars off the track at Broadway crossing and snow 1 inch rain
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Feb the 21 1881 snow 1 inch

Feb the 23 snow 2 inches and high winds

Feb the 24 lowered the upper draw and cold and windy, 7 degrees below zero

Feb the 25 snow 2 inches

Feb the 26 the men left the upper draw for home and loaded their tools and cold

March the 1, 1881 snow 14 inches and high winds

March the 5 snow 1 inch

March the 11the ice shoved about 200 feet from Bath

March the 12 the first tug boat across to Greenbush and got steam on the upper draw and

March 12 and 13 snow 7 inch

March the 14 snow 1 inch and the Greenbush made her first trip
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March the 15, 1881 got steam on the lower draw and the ice gone at Albany

March the 17 rain and snow 2 inches

March the 18 the Bath ferry ran under the upper bridge between 6 and 7 at night

March the 19 rain and snow 2 inches

March the 21 bent the arm of the lower draw and the first tow to York, Ontario

March the 24 the steamer Lotta, made her first trip down to the Blass furnace  and back

March the 30 snow 12 inches

April 1881 the 5, snow 2 inches

April the 6 snow 4 inch

April 12 snow 2 inch

April the 13 snow 6 inches

June 1881 the 8 and 9, heavy  frost

June the 13, the Betty Horton excursion made her first trip from Troy
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June 1881 the 23 Willey Fowler fell and broke his arm

July 1881 the 2 President Garfield got shot at 9:20 o’clock in the morning by Charles Pulis Guieteau

Aug the 6 Engine 420 run into the upper draw

August 1881 the 19 James A. Garfield died at 10:35 o’clock at night

October 1881 the 1 + 2+ 3+4 cold and heavy frost and ice in the creek.

Oct the 15 Nantucket off the switch and Patrick Quirk hit the Boston cars

Oct the 30 commenced to drive spiler for the butment and the Boston and tore the walls down to save the bridge

No 1881 the 13 jacked up the bridge and put it in shape again

No the 20 the first snow that
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Covered the ground 1 inch

No the 23, snow in the afternoon

Nov the 24 snow 5 inches

Dec 1881 the 3, snow in the afternoon

Dec the 4 snow 12 inches and warm

Dec 5 snow squalls

Dec the 6 Frederick Race got killed with the cars

Dec. the 23 rain and snow 1 inch and icy and cold and windy

Jan 1882 the 1, nice day and no ice in the river from Albany to York and the Troy boats made their last trip and they open the Greenbush draw away

Jan the 2 they tested the Greenbush draw with seam [steam?] and the first boat they open for war? the Susey and the second the Lota  and the St. Johns left Albany
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Jan 1882 the 4, the river full of ice and cold

Jan the 5 let of[f] steam on the draws and the men crossing the ice to Bath on the Hudson

Jan the 6 snow ½ inch rain

Jan 8 hail and rain

Jan11 snow 3 inches

Jan 13 snow 3 inch

Jan the 16 snow 3 inch

Jan the 18 snow 3 inches

Jan the 19 commenced cutting ice in the river

Jan the 20 snow 1 inch

Jan the 21 rain and snow 2 inches

Jan the 24 they commenced crossing with teams and cross the Greenbush Bridge the first at 12 o’clock

Jan the 28 snow 4 inches

Jan the 31 snow2 inch
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Feb the 4 1882 commence snowing at 2 o’clock PM

Feb the 5 snow 18 inches

Feb the 8 Engine 100 ran into a Boston train on the draw, number of cars 3, BA 8535, BA 5622 PaW 1758

Feb the 14, the ice shoved from Bath to the lower bridge

Feb the 16 the river open at Albany and the river clear

Feb the 19 snow 2 inches

Feb the 21 snow 7 inches and rain and icy

Feb the 22 the Roberson tried to break the ice out of the slip for the Bath ferry

March the 1, 1882 fire in Greenbush burned five houses at the south ferry

March the 3 open the lower draw to let the

Page 57

 Emita through to Baltimore the first boat of the season

March the 4 1882 got steam on the gang on

March the 18 snow 2 inches

March the 21 snow 1 inch

March the 26 snow 3 inches

April the 7 1882 thunder and lighting in the night

June the 30 + 31 frost

Sept the 8 1882

Sept the 13 Charles Whiton [brakeman] was killed with the cars

Sept the 14 Charles Thatcher had his leg cut off with cars and died the 15

Partial missing page
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Oct the 13 1882 fire in Bath on the Hudson F. Sills two houses

Oct the 19 Engine 259 the first cross the Broadway Bridge [there is the possibility that he means that the train went under a new viaduct span that would carry Broadway over the train tracks]

Nov the 9 Engine 494 across the second bridge [possibly a second span of the Broadway viaduct]

Nov. the 14 James Donnelly [mason and village assessor] killed by the cars

Nov the 15 James Gaynor [brakeman]  killed with the cars and Martin Kebeler was killed with the cars

Nov the 17 the first snow that covered the ground

Nov. the 17 Foster Post had his leg cut off with the cars at the Greenbush Depot

Nov the 26 snow 4 inches
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Nov the 27 1882 finish the third bridge at Broadway

Nov the 29, the first sleigh out for the winter and snow 4 inches and fire in East Albany

Peter Shepard’s [grocer located at 378 Broadway] barns and four horses

Dec the 1 1882 the first engine across the third span 450

Dec the 2 and 3 snow 3 inches

Dec the 4, the first engine over the last cord 284 in Broadway Albany

Dec the 4 the river closed at Albany and the boats stopped running

Dec the 7 snow 2 inches

Dec the 8 snow 2 inches
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Dec the 10 snow 3 inches

Dec the 11 let of steam on the draws

Dec the 15 snow 3 inches

Jan the 5 1883 snow 6 inches

Jan the 8 Snow 2 inches

Jan the 17 snow 2 inches

Jan the 19 snow 3 inches

Jan the 20 Snow and rain 2 inches

Jan the 28 snow and rain2 inches

Feb the 7 1883 snow 6 inches

Feb the 11 snow and rain 4 inches

Feb the 22 snow 2 inches

Feb the 28 snow and rain 4 inches

March the 5 snow 5 inches

March the 10 snow 10 inches

March the 12 snow 2 inches

March the 21 snow  3 inch

March the 27 the river at Albany and got steam on  draw and the boats from Albany to Baltimore [probably New Baltimore]to Albany  the Suzie and Lotta

April the 3 1883 fire in Bath
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On the Hudson William next to McIntyre (there were a number of McIntyres who were grocers and meat sellers in Bath) 2 store houses

April the 6 Henry Lowell had his leg and arm cut of with the cars

Feb the 17 1884 fire in Bath, Carson fish shanty

Feb the 14, the ice break up at Albany

March the 4 1884 Simon Davis kill by the cars

March the 18 the river open at Albany

March the 24 river open Albany to York

March the 26 the first boat from York, Cayuga and City of Albany

April the 5 the Bath ferry boat burned up

April the 26 fire in Bath on the Hudson Cornells house and Claugher house

??? the 17 1884 snow 8 inches

Dec 1884 the 15 snow 3 inches

Dec the14 snow 2 inches
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Dec the 17 1884 snow 3 inches

Dec the 18 the river closed to Albany

Dec the 19 cross the ice at Bath on foot

Dec the 20 cold, 15-20 below zero

Dec. the 21 snow 6 inches

Dec24 snow 8 inches

Jan the 1 1885 the river open and the ice all gone

Jan the 2 the river closed again and the 3 they are working the ice again

Jan the 14 the ice shoved from Troy to Bath

Jan the 15 snow 1 inch

Jan the 16 rain and snow 6 inches and the ice shoved in the river again

Jan the 24 snow 4 inches

Jan the 28 snow 12 inches and cold 17 degrees below zero
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Feb the 1, 1885 snow 2 inches

Feb the 7 cold 8 to 15 below zero

Feb the 9 snow 3 inches

Feb the 16 rain and blows and snow 6 inches

Feb the 17 Mother dies

March the 13 snow 2 inches and cold 6 to 10 degrees below zero

March the 28 snow 5 inches

Jan the 5 1886 Warm and the ice afloat in the river and snowing and raining

Jan the 6 high water over the docks

Jan the 7 the river full of anchor ice and cold

Jan the 9 cold and the wind blows and snow 8 inches and the ice stopped running

Jan the 12 cold 10 and 12 below zero

Jan the 15 the teams cross the ice to Bath the first

Jan the 17 light snow 2 inches

Page 64

Jan the 19 snow 10 inches

Jan the 24 cold 10 below zero

Jan the 30 snow 2 inches, warm

Feb 1886 the 28 snow and rain 2 inches turns cold and windy

Feb 29 blows a gale and windy

March 1886 the 19 rains and 3 inches snow

March 21 rain and snow 3 inches

March 22 snow 2 inches and high water over the docks

March the 26, the river opens and got steam on the draws

March the 28

March 1888 the 11 + 12+ 13 The big snow blizzard

Dec 1888 the 6 William Shepard was killed about 5 o’clock in the morning [possibly the son of Peter Shepard]
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Dec 1888 the 9 snow 2 inches

Dec the 14, The Bath ferryboat stopped running

Dec 15 the river froze over and the men stake out ice

Dec the 20 let of steam on the draw but not ice on the river

Dec the 26 James Scouten [ James E. Scouten, conductor] fell and put his hip out of joint

Jan 1889 the 1 nice and warm and the river all clear of ice and a boat race at Albany

Jan 13 a boat race to Troy from Albany

Jan the 15 open the middle bridge for tug and a spile driver and ice a float in the river, cold

Jan the 17 rain and clear? to 62 above zero

Jan the 18 nice and warm and a carrail boat came up along the river pier pulled with 4 men another ice float in the river colder and load with grain at the elevator and draws back again
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Jan the 19 colder and the steam boat Norwich up to Albany and no ice in the river and left for York the same night

Jan the 20 colder and the river full of anchor ice and commence snowing about 6 o’clock in the evening

Jan the 21 snowing yet and 5 inches

Jan the 24 the river closed at Albany and warm again and raining

Jan the 27 warm and raining in the forenoon and snow in the afternoon and warm snow 6 inches

Jan the 28 warm

Jan the 29 colder and light snow

Jan the 30 warm again and crossing the ice to Bath on foot and cutting ice behind the dyke to Bath

Jan the 31 nice day and warm and rain at night, snow a little turns cold
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Feb 1889 the 1 cold and windy

Feb the 2 warm and light snow 2 inches

Feb the 3 colder again snow squalls

Feb the 4 the first ice cut in the river

Feb the 5 warm again, South wind and rain and turns cold at 10 o’clock at night, blows, 3 inch of snow

Feb the 6 cold and stopped snowing in the morning at 8 o’clock, snow 2 inches

Feb the 7 the first sleigh across the ice to Bath for the winter, cold

Feb the 8 warmer and commence snowing at 10 o’clock at night

Feb the 9 warm and snowing yet and stops at 8 o’clock in the morning, snow 2 inches

Feb the 11 Wilber’s [probably N. R. Wilbur, lumber, in the 1889 directory] commence to cut ice in the river and on the island [van Rensselaer Island] and a nice day and commence snowing at 7 O’clock at night

Feb the 12 stopped snowing in the morning 6 o’clock and colder
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Feb the 15, cold yet and Wilber’s horse got in the ice to Bath and smashed George Enis’  [in the 1889 directory, he is listed as George Ennis, brakeman] hand and Ella Fairchild’s died at 4 o’clock

Feb the 16 turns warm and rains in the night

Feb the 17 warm and fog

Feb the 18 commences snowing at 5 o’clock in the morning and south wind snow 8 inches and commence to rain at 7 o’clock at night and turns cold at 11 o’clock wind north, cold and clear

Feb the 22 nice day South wind and warm turns cold at ½ past 6 o’clock in the evening, wind north

Feb the 23 clear and cold

Feb the 24, cold in the morning 6 degrees below and turns warm and the wind south at 7 o’clock in the morning
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Feb the 25 light snow in the morning clear and cold wind north again and cutting the secking ice 10 inches

Feb the 26 clear and cold

Feb the 27 South wind and warm and snowing 8 inches

Feb the 28 clear and warm

End of entries
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