
This past month has been particularly eventful as we attempted to pass a bal-

anced budget.  A key issue arose when the council opted to hire an outside com-

pany to perform tasks that should have been handled buy them and it cost you, 

the taxpayer $25,000. This decision not only increased the budget but also divert-

ed essential funds away from public safety departments. 

 

What’s frustrating is that the council never consulted with me or any of the City 
department heads to understand why these funds were necessary. And not once 

did they reach out to me to discuss the needs of our departments.   

  

The City Hall staff and I are dedicated to restoring the city’s finances, but we con-

tinue to face significant hurdles put in place by the Council. You may think we are 

just complaining but if you had walls put in front of you every time you tried to 

help your family stand on it’s feet then you surely can understand our circum-

stances.     

 

Despite our best efforts to maintain bare bone but balanced budgets, the com-

mon council has been amending these plans year over year, leading to increased 

deficits. Moreover, the council has declined multiple invitations each year from 

the mayor to engage in face-to-face discussions with city staff about the budget. 

 

It might be time to require justifications  from the Council for any budget chang-

es they or their Outside Company makes so that we  ensure transparency and 

accountability in these decisions. Stay tuned for updates as we navigate these 

challenges together. 
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A Letter from Rensselaer Environmental Coalition 

 

Thank you to all those who signed REC's petition to close the landfill. If you haven't signed the petition yet, 

please go to https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/close-dunn-cd-landfill-next-to-our-school/ 

We are at over 300 signatures on the petition online and on paper. We can hit 1000 signatures, but we need 

your help. Please continue to share the petition and discuss this issue with your neighbors. Members of the 

REC will be doing outreach for physical signatures at local events in addition to those online. Look for our pur-

ple t-shirts! 

 In addition to the petition letter, the REC has been working on three big initiatives this summer:   

• Three new, updated resolutions demanding immediate closure of the landfill were introduced and suc-

cessfully passed through these local governments: Rensselaer County Legislature, East Greenbush Town 

Board, and Rensselaer Common Council. All three resolutions passed with overwhelming support. They 

will be sent to Governor Hochul and DEC along with the petition letter. Thanks to our local reps! 

• Thanks to REC outreach, researchers from SUNY Albany specializing in air quality and pollution have 

agreed to include the area surrounding the school in their co-study with the EPA titled: Residential Indoor 

and Outdoor Air Quality Exposure. Additionally, doctors from Albany Med specializing in pediatric respira-

tory health have offered free resources to the Rensselaer School Board and Superintendent to under-

stand specific health impacts on students. The REC has found the scientific and medical communities 

quickly took an interest in the Dunn Landfill for independent study. Why do our elected officials and New 

York State agencies refuse to take more of an interest? Despite what's been implied by DEC and Waste 

Connections over the years, a landfill touching a K - 12 school is abnormal, unprecedented, and poten-

tially very harmful. 

• REC met with  NYSDEC and DOH on August 13 after requesting State Assemblyman John T. McDonald 

III and Senator Jake Ashby to get an explanation of  DEC's air quality data from their monitor on top of 

the school. As a result of the meeting, REC has requested expanded testing of air quality at the fence line 

of the landfill to determine what is in the air coming out of the landfill. REC has indicted much more 

needs to done to address community concerns at the school since it is defined as a “sensitive receptor” 

site by DEC.  REC wants all parties to host a public meeting to explain air quality findings and the addition-

al steps they plan to take directly with our community, and most importantly, allow the public to ask 

questions! Feel free to reach out to these representatives about their takeaways from this August 13th 

meeting, and how they plan to address the community's concerns, and their commitment to protecting 

the public. There has been overwhelming opposition to the renewal of the operating permit for the Dunn 

Landfill and REC would like our state representatives to join with the community in that opposition. 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE - The REC will be hosting a community meeting at Rensselaer Public Library (676 

East St, Rensselaer, NY 12144) September 25th from 6:30-7:30pm. FREE T-SHIRTS! 

 

https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/close-dunn-cd-landfill-next-to-our-school/


 

City Tax Bills Mailed Out Friday, September 6th 

Due to recent budget delays, city tax bills will be mailed out on Friday, September 6th. Residents 
should start receiving their tax bills the following week. Please note the following important dates: 
 
• Warrant Date: September 11th 
• Due Date: October 11th (after which penalties will apply) 
 
You can make your payment through various methods: by mail, online, in person, or using the drop 
box located on the side of the building. Please be aware that the Treasurer’s Office does not accept 
credit card payments over the phone. 
 
We apologize for any inconvenience this delay may cause and appreciate your understanding. 

Common Council Workshops & Meetings 

Are you interested in what’s happening in Rensse-

laer?  Then please consider attending the Common 

Council Workshops & Meetings to get the real scoop 

on what’s happening in your City.  The Workshops 

are held every 1st and 3rd Monday of each month 

and the Council Meeting are held on the 1st and 3rd 

Wednesdays both at 6:30 PM at City Hall (see at-

tached Calendar for dates for this month at the end 

of  this Newsletter).   

Agendas are posted on the City’s website at  

https://rensselaerny.gov/meeting-agendas-and-minutes  

each Monday prior to the Workshops.  Your attend-

ance and input are important and your community 

needs your support.  We hope to see you there!   

 

City Newsletter - Subscription & Article Submission 

The Rensselaer Newsletter began its first launch 

this past January.  Since then it has become the 

place City Residents look to for news and facts 

about what’s going on in the City. The Newsletter 

is produced  and designed by volunteers Dave Ellis 

and Madeline Rizzo with content provided by City 

Hall employees and residents.    

Inquires regarding articles, submission of articles or 

to be added to the Newsletter distribution list 

please send an email to Info@rensselaerny.gov   

We look forward to hearing from you! 

 

 

Cat Found on Third Ave 

A gorgeous all-black cat was picked up from the middle of the road around 8:45 p.m. Aug. 22. It 
was picked up on Third Avenue near Plum Street just east of the traffic light at Adams Street. It’s be-
lieved to be female around 4-5 years old. The cat is affectionate and domesticated with a 
great personality. f no one claims it, then it will be up for adoption. This cat deserves a forever home. 
Please call Jim at 518-312-6688. 
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Downtown Revitalization Survey 
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Historic Grand Slam in Rensselaer 

A historic moment in baseball history was commemorated once again as a state historic plaque mark-
ing the location where the first-ever grand slam was hit was recently unveiled. The plaque, dedicated 
by the William G. Pomeroy Foundation, honors Roger Connor of the National League's Troy Trojans, 
who achieved the feat on this site in 1881. 
 
Connor's grand slam, a home run that drives in all runners on base, is a significant milestone in the 
sport's history. The National League, which Connor played for, eventually became Major League Base-
ball in 1903. 
 
"This is a momentous occasion for the City of Rensselaer," said Mayor Mike Stammel. "The first grand 
slam in baseball history is a testament to our city's rich sporting heritage. We are proud to honor Rog-
er Connor and his achievement." 
 
The plaque is located at Riverfront Park, a popular destination for residents and visitors alike. The city 
hopes that the marker will draw more attention to the site and its historical significance. 

Rensselaer County Summer Youth Employment  
The City of Rensselaer was fortunate to have three youth work for us this 
summer through the Rensselaer County Summer Youth Employment Pro-
gram. These youth were among many that were screened, hired and paid 
by Rensselaer County to gain valuable job experience at various locations 
throughout the county. They each worked up to 25 hours per week for 5 
weeks over the summer. 
 
In the City of Rensselaer, the three youth that were based in the Planning 
Department were 17 year-old Adrianna, 16 year-old Sierra and 15 year-
old Ryan. They performed work for the Planning Department and for oth-
er departments throughout the city. Adrianna and Sierra assisted with 
routine offices tasks (copying, mailing, filing, scheduling, etc.) as well as 
with several more complex activities. The complex tasks involved invento-
rying and cataloguing several important assets within the City of Rensse-
laer.                            
                                                                                Continued on page 8 —> 
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New Amenities Improve City Parks 

The much-anticipated park improvement project in Rensselaer is nearing its final stages, transforming 
local green spaces into vibrant community hubs. Thanks to a generous Community Development 
Block Grant through the NYS Office of Homes & Community Renewal, the city has been able to install 
new benches, picnic tables, grills, water filling stations, and playgrounds in four neighborhood parks. 
 
Community members have expressed their excitement and gratitude for these enhancements. "It's 
wonderful to see our parks revitalized. "These new amenities provide a great place for families and 
friends to gather and enjoy the outdoors." 
 
The project, which began in late summer 2023, has already had a positive impact on the community. 
Children have been eager to explore the new Tracy Street Playground, while adults have appreciated 
the added seating and grilling options at Riverfront Park.  

This included everything from evaluating the condition of murals in the Art Park area of Riverfront 
Park, Street Trees along Broadway and organizing and cataloguing maps, plans and other documents. 
They also served as an important voice for youth during planning meetings with community organiza-
tions. In addition to weekly interdepartmental staff meetings, this included meetings pertaining to 
our Road and Traffic Safety and a community redevelopment program called “Rensselaer Rising.” 
They shared meaningful insights to the large groups that included representatives from various com-
munity agencies.  
 
Ryan primarily worked within our maintenance operations. His duties included keeping various loca-
tions clean. This included City Hall, the Police Station, the Public Library and several City Parks. He also 
helped with assuring that the landscaping in front of city hall was watered and free of weeds. All the 
youth were always cooperative, energetic and efficient.  
 
The conclusion of their employment was celebrated with a party and they were each provided with 
letters of recommendation that they could use as they advance their education and career. 
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Trade Days at Crailo State Historic Site 
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City of Rensselaer Events and Meetings 

SEPTEMBER 2024 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 

Common Council 

Workshop  @ 6:30 

City Hall  

 

3 4 

Common Council 

Meeting AND PUBLIC 

HEARING 6:30  @ 

City Hall  

5 6 7 

8 9 

Planning Commission 

Meeting 6:30  @ City 

Hall  

10 

 

Planning Commis-

sion Applications 

Due 

11 

 

12 13 14 

15 16 

Common Council 

Workshop  @ 6:30 

City Hall  

17 

 

18 

Common Council 

Meeting AND PUBLIC 

HEARING 6:30  @ 

City Hall  

19 20 21 

22 23 

ZBA Meeting 6:00  @ 

City Hall  

24 25 

 

26 27 28 

29 30 
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ASSESSOR 518-462-5421 sharon.martin@rensselaerny.gov SHARON MARTIN 

BUILDING & ZONING 

ADMINISTRATOR 

518-465-1693 tim.lippert@rensselaerny.gov TIM LIPPERT 

 

CITY COURT CLERK 518-453-4680   

CITY CLERK 518-462-4266 nancy.hardt@rensselaerny.gov NANCY HARDT 

DIR. OF ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT 

518-462-4839   

ENGINEER 518-694-3968 bill.smart@rensselaerny.gov BILL SMART 

FIRE HOUSE, NORTH 518-463-2883   

FIRE HOUSE,  

BROADWAY 

518-465-3243 bill.brooking@rensselaerny.gov BILL BROOKING JR. 

FIRE CHIEF 

HISTORIAN 518-694-3126 victor.batorsky@rensselaerny.gov VICTOR BATORSKY 

HUMAN RESOURCES 

 

518-462-0419 irene.sorriento@rensselaerny.gov IRENE SORRIENTO 

LIBRARIAN 518-462-1193 jane.chirgwin@rensselaerny.gov JANE CHIRGWIN 

MAYOR 518-462-9511 mike.stammel@rensselaerny.gov MIKE STAMMEL 

PLANNING DIRECTOR 518-462-4839 thomas.hulihan@rensselaerny.gov THOMAS HULIHAN 

POLICE DISPATCHER 518-462-7453   

POLICE CHIEF 518-462-7453 warren.famiglietti@rensselaerpolice.org WARREN FAMIGLIETTI 

PROCESS SERVER 518-720-7106 steve.smith@rensselaerny.gov STEVE SMITH 

PUBLIC WORKS  

COMMISSIONER 

518-462-9617 jim.brady@rensselaerny.gov JIM BRADY 

CITY GARAGE / DPW 518-462-5512 gene.hilstro@rensselaerny.gov GENE HILSTRO 

PURCHASING AGENT 518-462-2251 rich.berhaupt@rensselaerny.gov RICH BERHAUPT 

TREASURER 518-462-6424 michael.mizener@rensselaerny.gov MIKE MIZENER 

WATER / SEWER 

DEPUTY COMMISS. 

518-462-6466 fran.welsh@rensselaerny.gov FRAN WELSH 

YOUTH DIRECTOR 518-462-5488 youth@rensselaerny.gov JIM KONSTANTAKIS 


